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“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and 
be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”  -  III John:2
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On the steps of Morehouse College, where Martin Luther 
King, Jr. developed a fighting spirit to tackle the na-

tion’s color barrier, the Atlanta Business League 
(ABL) took another step towards achieving 

King’s dream of racial equality in America. 
The Congress on the State of Black Busi-
ness in the Atlanta Metro Area brought 
together community and business lead-
ers to discuss the myriad issues facing 
Atlanta’s Black owned businesses and 
premiered the league’s initiative to 

support Atlanta’s Black businesses.

The ABL calls its initiative the 
“5% Solution.” Of the esti-

mated $28 billion in capi-
tal accrued by Black 

Atlanta residents, the 
league estimates that 
increased spend-
ing of only 5% by 
Atlanta’s Black 
consumers with 
Black owned 

businesses, would 
be a healthy start 

toward revitalizing At-
lanta’s Black businesses 

and communities.

“The purpose of the session is to 
help increase spending among African-

American businesses by 5%,” said program    

The National Urban League (NUL) Economic Empower-
ment Tour stopped in Atlanta on Tuesday Dec. 9.   The 

annual touring career & resources fair serves as a vehicle for 
communicating valuable information concerning credit, job 
attainment, home ownership and various other topics vital 
to economic health within local communities. Headliners of 
the tour capitalized on the nation’s current economic 
uncertainty by dispensing 
sound financial informa-
tion and discussing 
the importance of re-
sponsible financial 
practices.

“The most important 
piece of information 
that people can have 
is to share informa-
tion,” said Marc Mo-
rial, president and CEO of 
NUL. “And I think the most 
important information is for 
the people to try to protect 
what they have.”

continued on page 13
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The Atlanta Business League Touts
Initiatives to Foster Black Businesses

Hail to the Chief - The 44th President of the United States 
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Mount Calvary Baptist Church is not far from its roots.  Cre-
ated in the backyard of a generous gentleman, Felix Wilson, a 
group of dedicated women formed the church more than 108 
years ago.  The mission of the eight founding women, Eliza 
Lindsey, Hattie Holley, Jane Hardeman, Mary Clark, Mintoria 
Walker, Eliza Hardman and Minnie Davidson, was to serve the 
Rockdale Park Community.

“We seek to be a beacon of light on Fairburn,” said Senior Pas-
tor Douglas Stowers. “Mount Calvary Baptist Church seeks 
to be a community church. The entire community is involved. 
The church needs to be in the community and meeting the 
needs of the community.”

After two location changes and several renovations, the church 
maintains strong ties to a history of service. During the 1920’s, 
growth in the church’s congregation and construction of a new 
brick building, prompted the Baptist church to institutionalize 
more outreach programs, including the Young Mens Workers 
Club and the Baptist Training Union (BTU).

In 1962, a governmental program declared that the Rockdale 
community would be the site for an urban renewal project, forc-
ing the church to depart for its present location in the Fairburn 
community. Still, expansion has continued. The early eighties 
marked the construction of a community education building. 
Later, the church members founded the Summer Motivational 
Intensive Learning Experience (SMILE) summer program.

Retired teachers lead the program, which instructs Kinder-
garten to 7th Grade students on computer literacy, English 
literature, and math. Seven weeks of these core subjects are 
followed by a much awaited field trip. Students of the program 
visit historic slave sites and churches founded by African de-
scents.

Pastor Stowers has also established ministries.  Among them 
are Youth on the Move, After School Program, as well as a 
clothing and food bank. Stowers said, “Mount Calvary Baptist 
Church is a church that is 108 years old. It’s been in this com-

munity since the late sixties and our goal is to be a teaching 
church.” 

Native Atlantan Stowers, is married to Wanda Stowers and is 
the father of 3 children.  Stowers attended Georgia State Uni-
versity (GSU) and Carver Bible College. He earned a

The Mission of 
Mount Calvary

The full interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com.

Senior Pastor Douglas Stowers
Photo courtesy of Mount Cavalry Baptist Church

 certificate of theology from the International Theological De-
nomination Center (ITC) and a Masters of Divinity from the 
Morehouse School of Religion at ITC.  Members credit Stow-
ers with invigorating the church’s ministries and leading the 
pursuit to have the church incorporated.

With an intense focus on education, the ministry of Mount 
Calvary Baptist Church is sure to be meeting the needs of its 
community for the next century.
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Possessing the brains to be a money making machine for a 
multi-billion dollar company is one thing. Possessing the brains 
to transform one hundred other employees into that same type 
of individual is quite another accomplishment.  That is the im-
probable story of Charles Fowler, district manager of North 
Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company’s Atlanta branch.

Impeccably sharp in 
his tailored suit, Fowler 
touts a 20-year record 
of consistently writing 
more than $1 million 
in total face amounts 
for the company.  Even 
more impressive, Fowl-
er has trained more than 
100 North Carolina 
Mutual Life Insurance 
Company agents who 
have also written total 
face amounts of over 
$1 million. 

“Since I have been 
with the company, I’ve 
managed, trained and 
hired many agents, 200 

or 300 agents, during that period of time,” said Fowler. “And a 
large number of those agents have been some of the company’s 
top insurance producers.” 

Fowler, a 35-year veteran of North Carolina Mutual Life In-
surance Company, still manages a large staff and an intensely 
crowded schedule. “The company is stronger than ever before 
and still going strong. We have been in this location here at 
1580 Phoenix Blvd [College Park, GA] for about a year. At this 
time, we have approximately 8 full-time agents and many part-
time producers.”

Founded in 1898, North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany is the leading and oldest African-American owned life 
insurance company. Maintaining a $12 billion insurance force 

In the Fellowship Hall of Cascade United Methodist Church, an elite panel of professionals 
gathered to educate and advise members of the community on economic issues facing the 

Black community and the world economy.  The Business Alliance Ministry of Cascade United 
Methodist Church assembled the panel and the event proved to be an impressive statement of 
the church’s resources and its commitment to push outreach programs that extend beyond the 
church walls.

Included in the panel were Finance Professor, Edward Ions, President and CEO of Capitol 
City Bank, George Andrews, Medical Director of Cardiovascular at Emory University School 
of Medicine, Dr. William Cooper and District Director for Congressman John Lewis, Tha-
ron Johnson. Chairman of the Business Alliance Ministry, David Walters, moderated the pro-
gram. 

Crowd numbers reached just over 100 community residents and church members. Numerous 
people in attendance arrived with their resumes in hand, hoping the panel would offer actual 

Star-Studded Panel Advises The 
Community on Economic Crisis

Lawyers Providing 
for a Great Society
Attorney Roseborough believes 
in civil responsibility of lawyers

employment opportunities. The panel did not fail those expectations.  Associate Pastor 
John Brown announced that the church would embark on an ambitions mission to find 
employment for members and visitors to the forum. Through the Business Alliance Min-
istry, the church would start a job initiative.  The follow-up job fair was held on January 
31st at Cascade.   

Professor Ions commenced the panel with a presentation on wealth.  His presentation de-
lineated the wealth, employment, and education disparities within the Black community.  
Ions, who has an impressive resume, and has demonstrated leadership within the business 
community, advised participants on how he believes they should approach the incoming 
president’s policy ini-
tiatives.  In his view, 
the Black community 
should not expect Ba-
rack Obama’s admin-
istration to narrow 
policy initiatives to the 
economic problems 
of the Black commu-
nity. Ions stated that 
African-Americans 
should trust that poli-
cies geared to broader 
economic problems 
would also positively 
impact the Black community.

The second panelist, William Cooper, introduced the attendees to how the affects of a 
failing economy impact an already fragile healthcare system and Black America. Coo-
per told participants that the United States maintains a high quality healthcare system.  
However, the quality of healthcare is mal-distributed.  Cooper concluded that minorities 
should pay particular attention to their health during the economic crisis, as their access 
to quality care is tremendously limited, compared to their White counterparts.  

Cooper stated that the African-American problem is three-fold. He declared that African 
Americans suffer from all diseases at a higher rate, have problems gaining entrance to 
the healthcare system and are more likely to die once they have entered the healthcare 
system.  “Disparities are a problem. A major problem,” said Cooper.

All panelists offered beneficial advice to audience members. At the conclusion of the 
panel portion of the event, panelists and audience members were allowed to mingle and 
network.

Dr. William Cooper, Medical Director 
Cardiovascular-Emory University 

Wallace Madden photographer

Attendees Line-up to ask questions of the panelists
ORR Photo File

Video of the event can be found at www.overgroundrr.com

North Carolina Mutual
Insurance Company
Over 100 Top Producers Trained by Leading Manager

and 300,000 single 
policy holders, the compa-
ny has a profound commitment to 
insuring wealth-building in minority com-
munities. The 110 year company has deep roots in 
the Black community, including organizations such as the 
NAACP, the National Baptist Convention and the National 
Urban League.

Fowler commented on the insurance company’s committment 
to its clients’ wellbeing, “We do so many exciting things. Our 
sole purpose is to help service our community and help keep 
our families together”

“We have a specific program that we call the wealth-build-
ing program, so we can help families and individuals build 
wealth. We have programs where if the head of household 
passes, we make sure that there is income for the children, 
and when they reach college age, we are able to send them off 
to college,” said Fowler.

With its legacy of wealth-building and wealth-management, 
North Carolina Mutual is insuring the future of its customers 
and the longevity of the company in Metro Atlanta.

Charles Fowler, District Manager
 North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance 

Company - Atl  Branch

As a young boy, native North Carolinian Roseborough was 
impressed by the civic power of attorneys.  Raised at a 

time when the necessity of Black leadership was more apparent, 
Roseborough remembers the inspiration of one black lawyer, 
Arthur Lane, who aided his community through some despon-
dent times. Son of a Methodist minister, Roseborough believes 
that lawyers are second only to the church in advancing the so-
cial needs of local communities.

Roseborough operates a general practice that specializes in 
commercial and business litigation.  He witnessed the Atlanta 
business boom and the tremendous expansion of Black profes-
sional influence in the city.  

“The size of the city has more than doubled since I’ve been 
here. I came at a time when downtown Atlanta was a depressed 
placed. The city has really grown up,” said Roseborough. “We 
did not have a large African-American Bar.  We now have a 
very large African-American Bar, with some very exciting or-
ganizations where young Black lawyers can go and learn.”

Reflective of the mounting trend to blend service and business, 
Roseborough states that combining good business and good 
lawyers is the perfect recipe for a good society. He stated,  “You 
have a lot of lawyers who don’t do a lot of the civil work or a 
lot of the pro-bono work, because that takes up time and doesn’t 
generate any revenue.”

“When you come out of law school and you have tremendous 
debt, then you’re driven to immediately make money in your 
practice,” said Roseborough. “I think that is the wrong environ-
ment to learn how to be a good lawyer.”

The first firm that employed Roseborough stressed the impor-
tance of being a good citizen. He says the lessons learned there, 
have stayed with him since and will continue to influence his 
life and his practice.Video interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com

Video interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com
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he explained the county’s economic downturn, he assured the 
crowd that he is tirelessly working for the betterment.

Installment of the country’s first Black president spring-board-
ed the dialogue to the aggressive measures African-American’s 
need to take to maintain economic stability. President Morial 
announced that the future of American urban areas were trou-
bling, amidst the nation’s irrelevant national priorities. “For 
African-Americans, our unemployment rate is reaching 12 
percent,” said President Morial.

Other panel members Douglin and Davenport notified the 
audience of important resources for struggling homeowners.  
Information about assistance programs offered by Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac concerning loan modification and mortgage 

assistance was shared with attendees.
 “I think the most rewarding is to feel the energy of the peo-
ple who come out. This is for them,” said President Morial.  
“We’re helping people connect with jobs, connect with good 
information on housing, and building businesses.”

Overall, the tour stop proved to be a success and turnout was 
more than expected.  Organizers of the event remarked that the 
Atlanta stop generated the largest number of attendees. “The 
tour is for the people of Atlanta, the city of Atlanta, and they 
responded very well. We had a great turnout today,” said presi-
dent Morial.

Sponsors Bank of America, Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae, 
and Ford Motor Company conducted workshops on finan-
cial literacy, foreclosure prevention, and credit manage-
ment.  Afterwards, crowd participants gathered for a Town 
Hall Meeting moderated by TV journalist, Ed Gordon.  Panel 
members included CEO of Hip Hop Summit Action Network, 

Benjamin Chavis, V103 radio personality, Frank Ski, Atlanta 
Urban League President, Nancy Flake Johnson, CEO of the 
Douglin Group, Carla Douglin, Atlanta Business League 
President, Leona Davenport, and radio personality, Warren 
Ballantine.
Incoming DeKalb County CEO, Burrell Ellis, opened the town 
hall meeting with remarks on the county’s gloomy economic 
state.  He informed the audience that the county had the high-
est unemployment and foreclosure rates in Georgia. Though 

Atlanta’s ‘Path to Empowerment’
continued from page 1

Sunday
7:30 a.m. Worship Service
8:45 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
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	 Support Grps.
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	 Support Grps.
6:00 a.m. Corporate Prayer
Thursday

Thursday
6:00 a.m. Corporate Prayer
7:00 a.m. Choir Rehursal

Friday
           Church Office Closed

Saturday
6:00 a.m. Men’s Intercessory 
	 Prayer
7:00 a.m. Women’s Intercessory 
	 Prayer
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A City of Hope
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our present world
into the Kindom of God!
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REV. DR. CYNTHIA HALE

Christian Church
Transforming Your World
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A view of the successful event
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The  event’s distinguished panel
Willie Jacobs Photography

Participants addressing the panel
Willie Jacobs Photography To view the video visit www.overgroundrr.com.
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Risky and unethical business practices are to blame for 
instigating the present mortgage crisis in America. With 

consumers pointing fingers at companies with misleading 
lending practices and companies pointing at irresponsible 
consumers, the need for integrity in the realm of home loans 
is without question.  Long ago, Joseph Wood heard the call for 
respectable practices in the lending industry.

Owner of Atlanta Integrity Mortgage Inc., Wood entered the 
mortgage industry over a decade ago and has never left. Be-
fore starting Atlanta Integrity Mortgage twelve years ago, 
Wood was employed for 15 years by two banks. 

Gaining experience with lending to family units and churches, 
Wood said, “I started lending in 1978 on Auburn Avenue. I 
worked there for approximately 13 years doing mortgage fi-
nancing. I was mortgaging for single family homes, duplexes 
quadplexes, multiple family units, commercial properties…
and quite a few churches here in the Atlanta area.”  

After receiving a B.A. in Business Administration and an 
M.B.A. in Finance from Clark Atlanta University (CAU), 
Wood embarked upon an auspicious career with Mutual Fed-
eral Savings Bank and Citizens Trust Bank. Success in bank-
ing was rewarding, but it also sent up a red flag.  Those envi-
ous of his success, and the future rewards it would bring, kept 
a watchful eye.  Wood feels his success made him a target for 
the bank president’s scrutiny.

After a brief stint with Citizens Trust Bank, Wood was fired 
for vague differences with the bank’s president.  At the time, 
Wood had secured about $1.3 million in loans within 1 month.  
The bank itself had only accrued $1.8 million the previous 
year. “Preliminarily, I was terminated when I was expecting a 
$15,000 bonus,” said Wood.

Wood set a goal of $7 million for the year, but within 8 months, 
he had secured $8 million: Wood’s ambitions seemed to be too 
much for the bank’s leadership.     

The 30-year mortgage veteran was even briefly employed by 
Harris Bank, a large commercial bank based in Chicago. Sev-
eral awards and recognition certificates adorn his walls. Wood 
said, “The biggest thing that we provide is great service. And 
one of the ways I know that we provide great service is, not 
only do our customers call back and say thank you for ev-
erything you’ve done, or send letters, but quite a few of our 
closing attorneys and lenders have referred their customers to 
us.”

Wood’s sunnier take on the mortgage industry and his personal 
motivation ease client’s fears and help to foster long-term rela-
tionships. Insistence on treating the consumer reasonably and 
fairly also contributes to Wood’s ability to increase revenue.  
Wood claims, “Treating people right, trying to give people the 

best rates at the best time” is how his career flourished and 
why he was given the title, “The Million Dollar Man”. 
Personality, compassion and business savvy are a winning 
combination for Atlanta Integrity Mortgage’s owner and for 
the clients he assists.  With the experience and skills Joseph 
Wood brings to his business, we know he’ll experience many 
years of continuing success.

Mortgages With Integrity

Owner, Joseph Wood
ORR file photo

To view the video visit www.overgroundrr.com.
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Breakthrough Performance: Faye Raye’s 
Story Becomes Her Song

The History Makers Event 
Photo courtesy of Faye Raye Productions

Beckoning the ears of Atlanta music fans is singer, song-
writer and producer Faye Raye. Raye, a trained opera 

vocalist, has developed a solid reputation as an outstanding 
performer who touches audiences, untainted by modern com-
mercial trends of trite lyrics.  Popular opinion of Faye Raye 
underscores her capability to reach in and take hold of listen-
ers, allowing them to experience her message and discover a 
sort of personal breakthrough.

Through her music and edifying performance style, Raye 
achieves exactly what she hopes.  After attending Morris 
Brown College and the University of Arkansas on an Opera 
scholarship, Raye started playing guitar and in the process, 
discovered a new style of her own.  Since, Raye’s style has 
transformed into a lyrically-centered and soulful sounding 
powerhouse.

 “The country is in recession. I am not. I’ve had my reces-
sion”, exclaims Raye. “Somebody out there has money and 
in my mind I think, why can’t they invest in me and my 
sound.”   

For Raye, her music unilaterally deals with the message.  Lyr-
ics drive her music and they are diligently composed.  Her 
discipline as a trained singer, and her personal tragedies, 
source a potent combination that delivers transcending musi-
cal content.  

One such tragedy emerged 2 years ago, when Ray learned 
that a cyst had formed on one of her vocal chords and surgery 
was necessary to remove it. After surgery, Raye exclaims that 
she worked through a physical and emotional rehabilitation 

that pushed her talents to new heights.

With lofty lyrics like “Come with me on a mountaintop”, 
Raye inspires. Fans are responding.  Faye was selected as the 
entertainment for the taping of a popular PBS celebrity in-

terview program and fundraising event, The History Makers, 
with Richard Parsons, Time Warner Inc. Chairman. 

Through her rehabilitation breakthroughs, Raye has gener-
ated new content and found new inspiration to continue her 
mission. We look foward to being further inspired by this 
woman and her songs.

Faye Raye
Photo courtesy of Faye Raye Productions 

To view the video visit www.overgroundrr.com.

A Passion 
for Framing

To view the video visit www.overgroundrr.com.

When entering the home of Rose Wyatt, immediately 
availed on her wall is a framed picture titled Women on 

the Rise. Just around the corner, sits a custom framed picture 
of Madam C.J. Walker. Next to acknowledging her penchant 
for art, the photographs are symbolic of Wyatt and her busi-
ness dealings.

Women on the Rise depicts twelve multicultural modern 
women sitting on a narrow platform and happily conversing. 
Below the women is the view of a large unknown city, remi-
niscent of the Big Apple. However, these women appear to 
be confident, empowered, and most importantly they sit on a 
high pedestal. Though the complexities of their personal lives 
are unkown, we assume these women are ambitious and have 
careers much like Ms. Wyatt.

Rose Wyatt recently began Best Dressed Walls Art & Custom 
Framing, a company that produces custom picture frames and 
art. Like Madam C.J. Walker, Wyatt is a businesswoman who 
commenced her career after personally experiencing compli-
cations in an industry.  Wyatt’s were in the custom-picture 
framing industry. 

“I got started because I personally could not afford the cost 
of framing the artwork I wanted custom framed,” said Wyatt. 
“So I decided to take a class.”

This class, combined with ten years of experience working 
for picture framing companies was essential to her startup and 
success. Taking this leap of faith proved to be her best step 
yet. In her quest to be more frugal during tough economic 
times, she discovered her passion. Wyatt describes “falling in 

love” with the creative process of custom picture framing. 

To start, Wyatt solicited friends and colleagues who wanted 
their pictures framed.  Soon, they began paying her for her 
product. Now Wyatt operates Best Dressed Walls Art & Cus-
tom Framing and she has transformed her passion into a prof-
itable business.

Wyatt’s passion is even more evident in her home, where 
artwork and framed pictures adorn the walls. Her walls are 
literally the best dressed and poignantly symbolic. She de-
scribes her business as the epitome of “kitchen table econom-
ics.” Though Best Dressed Walls Art & Custom Framing isn’t 
operated at the kitchen table, it is based in Wyatt’s home. This 
operational savings allows Wyatt to offer lower prices on cus-
tom picture framing.  This is especially helpful in Wyatt’s line 
of work. 

In an often overlooked industry, many consumers are typi-
cally surprised by the costs of her products. However, Wyatt 
exceeds her customer’s expectations by offering atypical ser-
vices that include in-home consultation with her samples. Ad-
ditionally, Wyatt picks up and delivers her client’s artwork. 
By providing great service and convenience, Best Dressed 
Walls Art & Custom Framing is poised for a lasting future in 
the framing business.

Best Dressed Walls Frame Options
ORR file photo

Owner, Rose Wyatt
ORR file photo
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positioning, hippotherapy allows residents to be taught while 
looking down toward instructors, rather than the normal sub-
liminal direction of instructors looking down on residents. 
Horseback riding is a favorite activity at the ranch.

More facilities are under construction and Benbow plans to 
expand the group to unknown heights.  When discussing the 
group with owner Benbow, she speaks with a profound sense 
of pride.  She is confidently aware of her business stature and 
feels with the best employees, the best locations, and the best 
facilities, Bridges PCH Group will continue to be the best in 
their industry. 

Though some care homes have garnered poor reputations in 
the area of care and cleanliness, this is certainly not the case 
with Bridges PCH Group’s facilities.  Benbow strictly enforc-
es a standard of complete cleanliness and organized living.  
The Bridges PCH Group is not just a housing facility, the or-
ganization enriches the lives of its residents and aides in their 
transition back into society and the work world.

Loretta boasts that the business is the number one residential 
referral agency in the state of Georgia.  I’d agree she has much 
to be proud of.  A number one ranking is pretty decent for a 
five years old business.

Personal Care for the Needy
In Newnan, Georgia, on a lush piece of impeccable greenery, 

sits a 50-acre ranch with a sizeable lake and a horse carriage 
fit for a King.  These sprawling grounds are dedicated to the 
sole purpose of providing assisted living for those who are 
regrettably labeled the lowest in American society.  Founder 
of Bridges Personal Care Home Group, Loretta Benbow, en-
visioned a business dedicated to serving a horribly disadvan-
taged social sect and a facility to match its arduous goal.

“This is really a premier 
place,” said Benbow.  
And it truly is.  This re-
cently constructed site 
harbors a beautiful wa-
terfront and horse stable 
(with several horses.) 
“Environment helps to 
make people feel bet-
ter.  When everything 
around them is beau-
tiful and everything 
around them is upbeat 
and enlightened, then 
they feel that way.”  

The facility is one of 
several operated by the 

Bridges Personal Care Home Group.  Benbow, a former real 
estate agent, is committed to growing the business of caring 
for others.  Bridges PCH Group traditionally assists seniors 
and the mentally challenged.  However, the Bridges PCH 
Group opens its doors to people with a host of healthcare is-
sues that might hinder their ability to live alone. 

Even individuals suffering from homelessness and drug ad-
dictions are eligible to receive care.  The company bases its 
in-take on a rigorous assessment, conducted by an assessment 
team.

Bridges PCH Group provides a myriad of services. One un-
deniable exclusive service offered at Newnan ranch is Hip-
potherapy. This therapy trains residents to exercise while 
horseback riding. Introduced to the ranch for its structured 

The full interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com.

Owner, Lorretta Benbow
ORR file photo

A view of a BPCHG Residence
ORR file photo 

The Honorable M. Yvette Miller was sworn in at the Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals of Georgia on Tuesday, January 
6, 2009 at the Georgia State Capitol. She is the first African-
American woman to hold this position.  Judge Miller joins 
Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears as these two African American 
women lead Georgia’s State Appellate Courts.   The Honorable 
Gary B. Andrews, Presiding Judge of the Court of Appeals of 
Georgia, administered the oath of office before a packed audi-
ence of members of the judiciary, Georgia State officials, at-
torneys, family and friends of Chief Judge Miller.

First appointed to the 
Court of Appeals in 
1999 by Governor Roy 
Barnes, Judge Miller 
has been re-elected 
statewide for two six-
year terms.    She will 
be responsible for the 
administration on the 
Court and will act as 
the head of the Court 
for ceremonial pur-
poses and for all com-
munications. 

Yvette Miller was 
born and raised in 
middle Georgia, and 
calls Macon her home. 
With the help of her 
family, she integrated 
the public schools of 
Bibb County as the first Afri-
can-American student to attend 7th grade at Walter P. Jones 
School.  She received her B.A. degree, cum laude, from Mer-
cer University and her J.D. degree from Mercer’s Walter F. 
George School of Law.  Judge Miller also earned an LL.M. 
degree in litigation from Emory University School of Law and 
an LL.M. degree in Judicial Process from the University of 
Virginia School of Law.

The professional career of Judge Miller is impressive as are 

the notable experiences she brings to her position.  She served 
as an attorney with the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, was a law clerk for Fulton County State Court 
Judge William Alexander, and later joined the Fulton County 
District Attorney’s Office as one of its first female prosecutors.  
As a prosecutor, Judge Miller primarily handled serious felony 
rape and murder cases.  She went on to represent the Metro-
politan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) as senior 
in-house litigation counsel and was responsible for handling 
one-third of the agency’s civil litigation in the courts.  

Judge Miller was co-
owner, general manager 
and general counsel of the 
first minority-owned new 
Ford Lincoln-Mercury 
automobile dealership in 
Jesup, Georgia – it’s one 
of the first such minority-
owned dealerships in the 
state.  While managing the 
dealership, Judge Miller 
developed a private le-
gal practice and became 
the first female attorney 
to practice in Jesup and 
throughout the Brunswick 
Judicial Circuit.  

The judicial career of 
Judge Miller began 
through her service as 
a part-time judge in the 

Magistrate Court of Fulton County 
in the late 1980’s.  Judge Miller also served as an Administra-
tive Law Judge with the State Board of Workers’ Compensa-
tion. When Governor Zell Miller appointed her  Director and 
Judge of the Appellate Division of the State Board of Workers’ 
Compensation in 1992, Judge Miller became the first woman, 
first African-American, and youngest person ever to hold that 
position.  Four years later, Governor Miller appointed her to 
the State Court of Fulton County, and she was re-elected as 
a State Court judge without opposition. She was appointed 

First African American Woman to 
head Georgia’s Court of Appeals

continued on page 13

Judge Miller being sworn in  photo courtesy of First Class, Inc. 
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ORR BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The following businesses are members of the Overground RR!!TM.  The 
ORR Business Directory is your community guide to utilizing members of 
the Black community who are dedicated to recycling the Black dollar back 
into our communities.  Each business listed has agreed to legally binding 
arbitration should there be a problem with their product or service.  Binding 
arbitration does not apply to torts or banking members.

JOIN THE ORR TODAY!

Accounting
McGee CPA Group, The
3180 Franklin St., Ste A
Avondale Estates GA 30002
404-643-5061
NJI Limited
1899 Powers Ferry Rd Suite 312
Atlanta GA 30039
770-953-3733
www.njiltd.com 

Advertising
Christian Business Pages, The
3871 Rainover Dr.
Decatur GA 30034
404-286-9028
www.christianbusinesspages.com

Indigo Signs
3853 Lawrenceville Hwy Suite G
Tucker GA 30084
770-939-0902
www.indigosigns.net 

Lighthouse Promotions, LLC
502 Brogdon Rd.
Fayetteville GA 30214
404-840-4891
www.lighthouse-promo.com

Southwest Atlanta Home & U 
Newsletter
5055 Montcalm Drive SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-1959
 

Architectural Design

Washington Design Group
3225 Shallowford Rd, Suite 410
Marietta GA 30062
404-432-1818
 

Art
Picture This
PO Box 16285
Atlanta GA 30321
678-472-7938
www.donnapicturethis.com 

Best Dressed Walls Art & Custom 
Framing
749 Jasper Cove
Riverdale GA 30296
404-6034

Tania’s Gallery of Art
3762 Campbellton Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-344-8874
 
Ware International
410 Nicklaus Cr
Social Circle GA 30025
404-295-3457

 
Attorneys

Alexander Law Firm
Personal Inj., Wrongful Death
2160 High Point Tr
Atlanta GA 30331
404-346-0834
www.alexanderlawfirm.com 

Andrews Law Firm LLC, The
Real Estate
1115 Mt Zion Rd., Suite D
Morrow GA 30260
770-968-7380

Attorney Bernadine Layne, LLC
Civil, Corp., Immigration
3523 Buford Hwy, Ste 202
Atlanta GA 30329
404-231-1477
www.spizzirrilaw.com 

Attorney Joseph A. Roseborough, LLC
3695 Cascade Rd. Ste F 308
Atlanta GA 30331
404-549-9623
 
E. C. London & Associates
101 Marietta Street NW, 
Suite 3310
Atlanta GA 30303

Foster Firm, The
Criminal Def., Personal Injury and
 Real Estate 
3485 N Desert Dr Bldg 2 Ste 220
East Point GA 30344
404-559-8325
 
Law Office of Donald P. Edwards
Personal Inj., Medical Malpractice
 and Wrongful Death
170 Mitchell St
Atlanta GA 30303
404-526-8866
 
Mathis Law Firm, The
3575 Piedmont Rd 
Building 15, Suite 1560
Atlanta GA 30305
404-523-5000
 
Thomas, Kennedy, 
Sampson,& Patterson
Medical Malpractice, Person Inj.
 and Comml Real Estate
3355 Main St
Atlanta GA 30337
404-688-4503
www.tksp.com 

Leroy R Johnson P.C & Associ-
ates
Personal Inj., Criminal and Traffic
 Violation, Civil Litigation
3915 Cascade Rd SW, Ste 260
Atlanta GA 30331
404-691-1069
 

 
Auto Body

V’s Customs
3781 Cambellton Rd
Atlanta GA 30331
404-344-6687
www.vrcustoms.com/ 

Auto Services

Fantastic Tire & Auto Service Inc
6169 Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-994-1761
 
Fantastic Tire & Auto Service Inc
6751 Londonderry Way
Union City GA 30291
770-964-8500

Fantastic Tire & Auto Service Inc
4789 Redan Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30088
404-299-7643

Miracle Auto Glass Repair & Installa-
tions
PO Box 669
Ellenwood GA 30294
678-715-5596

S&J Automotive Repair LLC
7056 B Highway 85
Riverdale GA 30274
770-996-3698

Banking

Capitol City Bank & Trust
562 Lee St
Atlanta GA 30311
404-752-5781
www.capitolcitybank-atl.com 

Citizen’s Trust Bank
75 Piedmont Ave, 
Atlanta GA 30303
404-659-5959
www.ctbconnect.com 

Bridal

Wedding Firm of Jeffery Bost and       
 Associate, The
5400 Lawrenceville Highway 
(Highway 29) Suite E1
Lilburn GA 30047
404-786-5333
www.theweddingfirm.blogspot.
com 

Bridal/Custom Tailoring

O’B Tucker’s
1522-B Dogwood Dr.
Conyers GA 30013
770-388-9644
www.tuckersbridal.com 
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Check Services

Checks No Problem
PO Box 43007
Atlanta GA 30336
404-691-7394
www.checksnoproblem.com

Cleaning Services

Nook & Granny Cleaning Service
843 Soutland Pass
Stone Mountain GA 30087
770-496-9609

Total Approach Cleaning Service, Inc
23 Randolph St NE
Atlanta GA 30312
404-688-0239
 jasthomtac@bellsouth.net

Clothing Designer

House Of Michael Doron, The
1844 Petite Lane
Lithonia GA 30058
678-472-3233

Commerical Financing

First Capital Corporation
6340 Sugarloaf Pkwy, Suite 200
Duluth GA 30096
770-497-1211

Computer Purchase 
& Maintainence

Compu-teks
4290 Bells Ferry Road 
Suite 106, PMB 28
Kennesaw GA 30144
678-921-9481
www.compu-teks.com 

 
Construction

Gaitor Construction Inc
800 Wendell Ct. Ste E
Atlanta GA 30336
770-981-1588

KC Masonry
215 South Shore Terrace
Fayetteville GA 30214
770-719-3066

Consultants

Bryant & Associates LLC
4060 Peachtree Rd. D413
Atlanta GA 30319
404-869-6312
www.bryantandassociates.com

Productive Choice Consulting
3316-A South Cobb Dr #323
Smyrna GA 30080
770-456-5652
www.productivechoices.com

Contractors

H J Russell & Company
504 Fair Street SW
Atlanta GA 30313
404-330-1000
www.hjrussell.com 

Quality Enviromental Mgt. Inc
PO BOX 54818
Atlanta GA 30318
404-454-6323

 Counseling

Serene Reflections
1750 Peachtree ST NW Ste 204
Atlanta GA 30309
404-892-2205

Counseling & Hypnotherapy

Aaron Turpeau, PH.D
600 West Peachtree St., Suite 1570
Atlanta GA 30308
678-522-6548
www.drturpeau.com 

Couriers

Frontier Courier
1524 Church St Suite E
Decatur GA 30030
404-373-7205
 

Court Reporters/Video

Atlanta Realtime Reporters, LTD
925 B Peachtree St Ste 380
Atlanta GA 30309
770-908-9821
 

Dance

Ballethnic Dance Company Inc
2587 Cheney St
East Point GA 30344
404-762-1416
www.ballethnic.org 

Debt Management

Debt Management Consultants
1571 Helmer Rd
Riverdale GA 30296
678-887-1624
 

Dentists

Alfred Wyatt DMD, P.C
6230 Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-994-7811

BBE Orthodontics
Highland Grove Office
Condominiums
3614 Highland Parkway
Smyrna GA 30082
770-432-6070
www.BEORTHodontics.com
 
Family & Childrens Dentistry
2440 Fairburn Rd Suite 301
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-7777

Designs

AmBaisi’s Designs
741 Deer Oaks Drive
Lawrenceville GA 30044
770-978-6438

Direct Mail & Design

Dove Mailing, Inc.
5601 Fulton Industrial Blvd
Atlanta GA 30336
404-699-0341
www.dovemailing.com 

Direct Sales

Blessed Hands Enterprises 2003, LLC
3033 Continental Colony Pkwy, #1115
Atlanta GA 30331
678-768-0536

Dry Cleaner

Ponder’s Cleaners
4473 Campbellton Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-6464
 

Electrician

E. Ray Britton Electrical
158 Fairview Rd Ste C
Elllenwood GA 30294
678-289-5522
 

Event Planning

A Regal Event
2745 Mount Zion Rd Suite 105
Jonesboro GA 30236
404-437-8807

Added Pizzazz
1934 Patton Place
Lithonia GA 30058
770-322-3597

J&S Uniquely Expressed
2897 Hedgewood Dr
Atlanta GA 30311
678-596-7407

Event Planning continued

Odd Fellows Buildings
236 Auburn Ave. NE, Suite 103
Atlanta, GA  30303
404-525-5027
ofbldgs@bellsouth.net

Planning with a Purpose
5596 Cascade Hills Loop SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-696-2515

Von Creations
723 Piedmont Avenue
Atlanta GA 30308
404-344-2567
 

Financial Services

Corp One Financial
PO BOX 962188
Riverdale GA 30296
678-222-1718

Integrated Funding International
PO BOX 360955
Decatur GA 30036
678-886-5331

Florist

Bussey Florists
2358 Candler Rd
Decatur GA 30032
404-659-2968

Tre’Nita’s
836 Oak St. SW, The Mall at West End
Atlanta GA 30310
404-758-2200

Willis’ Flowers and Memoirs, Inc.
6130-C Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-991-6460

Framing

Best Dressed Walls Art & Custom 
Framing
749 Jasper Cove
Riverdale GA 30296
404-435-6034
 

Funeral Services

Donald Trimble Mortuary
1876 Second Ave
Decatur GA 30032
404-371-0772
www.donaldtrimblemortuary.com 

Graphic Design

LMN Art & Design
3030 Contl Colony Pkwy #1301
Atlanta GA 30331
404-397-9064

Onyx Creative
2451 Hogan Road
East Point GA 30344
404-936-0884

Greeting Cards

Toucharose
4454 Catalina Circle or PO Box 
490335
East Point GA 30349
678-642-9209
www.toucharose.com
 

Hair Care Products

FBB Inc/ Take DownFBB Inc
PO BOX 115331
Atlanta GA 30310
770-424-8189
www.millresources.com/takedown 

Hair Salons & Spas

Carolyn& Co Hair Studio
6157 Memorial Dr
Stone Mountain GA 30083
770-879-7666

Hair Salons & Spas continued

Clip Appeal
739 Ponce De Leon Ave Ste l
Atlanta GA 30306
404-892-6209

Empointe Spa & Salon
4166 Snapfinger Woods Dr
Decatur GA 30035
404-288-7733

Eugene Of Detroit Hair 
2905 Campbellton Rd Suite E
Atlanta GA 30311
404-349-7458

Hair A La Parisienne
1862 Washington Rd
East Point GA 30344
404-559-1511

Hair Effects
2375 Wesley Chapel Rd Suite 5
Decatur GA 30035
770-987-2106

O’Hannahs Hair Studio of Atlanta
450 Hurricane Shoals Rd Ste 6
Lawrenceville GA 30045
678-377-3861

Prestige Beauty Salon
5970 Fairington Rd
Lithonia GA 30038
770-593-9583

Quintessence Hair Design
2390 Park Avenue
Austell GA 30106
770-438-0085
www.quintessencehair.com 

Roni Artistic Hands
4824 Redan Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30088
678-365-7166
Simply Wanda’s Hair Weaving
961 N. Harrison Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30083
770-465-6211
 
Sir Charles Professional Touch
4467 Campbellton Rd
Atlanta GA 30331
404-629-5760
 
Styles Of Zuri
4819 Rockbridge Rd Suite 17
Stone Mountain GA 30083
404-298-7133
 
Totally U Hair Salon/ Style and
 Beyond
1514 East Cleveland Ave Suite 111
East Point GA 30034
404-768-0936
 

Health Foods, 
Herbs & Natural Foods

Herb Garden, The
2928 Drexel Lane
Jonesboro GA 30236
770-380-2673
www.mynsp.com/herbsreallyworks 

Life Essentials Market
2329 Cascade Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30311
404-753-2269
 Health, Wellness & Fitness

B.E.S.T. Health and Wealth
60 Oaks Landing Dr
Covington GA 30016
678-539-7135
 
Body By Inches
6703 Shannon Pkwy Ste 3
Union City GA 30291
770-964-0032
www.bodybyinches.com 

Circles of Wellness Inc
2572 Wiggins St.
Lithonia GA 30058
646-322-3987
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Health Foods, 
Herbs & Natural Foods continued

Future Leaders Now
336 Adington Street SW
Atlanta GA 30310
800-820-1240
 
Hands on Personal, Inc
4287 Memorial Drive Ste G
Decatur GA 30032
404-297-2060
 
Heavenly Body Products
2571 Park Central Blvd
Decatur GA 30035
404-286-6700

Melaleuca “ The Wellness 
Company”
PO BOX 1032
Jonesboro GA 30237
678-768-5871

Heating & Air

A D Heating & Air
934 Harte Dr
Atlanta GA 30310
678-887-6787

Home Health Care

Bridges Personal Care Home
233 Mitchell St Suite 420
Atlanta GA 30303
770-774-9128
www.bridgespchgroup.com 

Exodus,Inc
PO BOX 487
Union City GA 30291
770-774-9128
 
Health Companions Inc
2364 Candler Rd
Decatur GA 30032
404-284-1768
www.healthcompanions.com 

Home Care Georgia
1280 Winchester Pk Way Ste 210 
Smyrna GA 30080
770-384-0494
homecaregeorgia.com 

Right at Home
41 Marietta St Suite 600
Atlanta GA 30303
404-522-0029
www.rightathome.net/atlanta 

Home Improvement

A & A Home & Stucco Inspection
2638 Kings Way
Lawrenceville GA 30044
678-231-7479

B & B Services
1828 Giben Road
Atlanta GA 30315
404-622-5751
 
Beeks Service Company
1570 Niskey Lake
Atlanta GA 30331
404-346-0443

Platron Services Marble & Granite
220 Den Ric Dr
McDonough GA 30253
678-898-1511
www.ronplatt.net 

Total Home Improvement
2304 Club Lake Pkwy
Lawrenceville GA 30044
404-840-3411
www.thiconstruction.com 

Hospitality
 
Hartsfield Hospitality, LLC
3485 N. Desert Drive
Building 2, Suite 100
East Point GA 30344
404-768-9073

Information Technology, 
Internet, Internet Video & 

Telecommunications

Continental Technology Connections
2889 Cocklebur Cove Court
Decatur GA 30034
www.continentaltechnology.com 
 
Data Source Technical Consulting
400 Perimeter Center Terrace
Suite 900
Atlanta GA 30346
770-482-1101
www.datasourcepro.com 

Digi-Path
4995 Montcalm Dr. SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-502-2001
 
Lan Technology Corporation
165 W. Wieuca Rd, Ste 213
Atlanta GA 30342
404-643-0889

Net One Stop
1561 Virginia Ave Ste 208 A
College Park GA 30337
404-669-3600
www.netonestop.com 

Numillennium Telecomunications, Inc.
2567 Park Central Blvd
Decatur GA 30035
404-965-7914
 
Strick Software Inc
PO BOX 4717
Atlanta GA 0
404-273-9634
www.stricksoft.com 

Inspirational Wear

Rishona Inspirational Wear
102 W. Lake Ave SW Suite A
Atlanta GA 30314
404-753-5441

Insurance

Allstate Insurance Company
3485 N Desert Dr , 2105
East Point GA 30344
404-767-2424
 
AmeriPlan USA
751 N. indian Creek Apt 486
Clarkston GA 30021
800-259-2575
www.deliveringthepromise.com/
vjohnson6 

Donna Tate & Associates
PO Box 170565
Atlanta GA 30317
770-879-6342

Marketsearch Insurance Agency
974-7 N Hairston Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30083
770-413-8110
www.marketsearchins.com 

Insurance

North Carolina Mutual Life Ins. Co.
1580 Phoenix Blvd, Ste 250
College Park, GA 30349
770-991-8831

Investigations

Direct Investigations, Inc
PO BOX 361939
Decatur GA 30036
770-922-7888
www.directinv.net 

Investigations continued

Faye Coffield
PO BOX 360453
Decatur GA 30036
770-484-0193

Investments

Grin, INC
PO BOX 128
Acworth GA 30101
770-966-5235
 

Jeweler

Burks Jewelers, Inc
1188- A Glenwood Ave SE
Atlanta GA 30316
404-622-6090

Legal Services

Charles J. Cutler Independent 
Assoc.
4227 Bucknell lPlace
Decatur GA 30034
404-202-3425
prepaidlegal.com/hub/charlescutler 

R K Wealthy
6401 Guinness Court
Union City GA 30291
770-969-4426

Limousine Service

Atlanta Chauffeur Service
6370 East Stubbs Rd
College Park GA 30349
770-969-9988
acslimo.com 

Nealey Executive Limousines
4324 Bexley Drive
St Mountain GA 30083
770-808-7432
www.nealeyexecutivelimousines.com 

Person 2 Person
PO Box 2545
Atlanta GA 30301
678-463-3636
www.person2person.us

Marketing

Aaron Group, Inc.
754 Woodson St.
Atlanta GA 30315
404-622-4308
www.aarongroup.us 

TAG TEAM Marketing, Intl
3465 N. Desert Drive
Building 4, Suite 102
East Point GA 30344
404-969-4600
www.tagteammarketing.com

Marketing and Managing 
Employee Benefit Services

Toni Stith Agency
3384 Brookside Lane
Jonesboro GA 30236
770-968-4414

Massage Therapy

Dana Perine Personal Massage
1404 Peachtree Park Drive
Atlanta GA 30309
678-592-1022
 
Massage Masters,Inc.
6472 Bimini Drive
Forest Park GA 30297
404-784-7658

Media Consulting

Vince Bailey Productions
PO Box 492011
Lawrenceville GA 30049
770-864-7135
www.vincebaileyproductions.com

Modeling, Talent & Booking 
Agencies

HOP Models & Talent Agency
5825 Glenridge Drive, Ste 218
Atlanta GA 30329
404-297-6638
www.hopmodels.com 

Lance Boyd Talent Agency
5015 Old National Highway, Suite 
112
College Park GA 30349
678-851-8669
www.lanceboydtalent.net

Mortgage

Atlanta Inegrity Mortgage
1316 Boat Rock Road S,W.
Atlanta GA 30331
404-310-5913 & 404-344-7911

Mortgage Insurance

Stanley Mortgage Brokers
1005 Crest Ridge Dr.
East Point GA 30344
404-771-6989
 

Moving Service

B&B Movers
2587 Gresham Road
Atlanta GA 30316
404-212-0819
www.bbmovers.com 

Museum

Soul Food Museum
372 Auburn Ave, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30312
678-508-9478
drwillhoite@yahoo.com

Music, Musicians and 
Composers

James Bignon Productions
PO Box 311127
Atlanta GA 30331
678-715-5775
www.jamesbignoncom

Delores Burnwell
901 Bolton Road #H1
Atlanta GA 30331
404-696-5889

Phala Nazarine-Herron
Black To Eden
404-454-2764
queenspen@hotmail.com

Music, Musicians and 
Composers Continued

Faye Raye
PO BOX 42850
Atlanta GA 30311
404-805-5888
www.fayeraye.com

Music Promotion

Bobby Hurd & Company
3011 Rainbow Drive, Suite 155
Decatur GA 30034
404-241-3030

Office Furniture

HA Office 515 Inc.
1582 Stoneleigh Hill Rd
Lithonia GA 30058
770-879-8420
www.haoffice515.com 
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GET CONNECTED!!GET CONNECTED!!
bringing togethger churches, businesses and consumers - 

the OvergroundRR!!TM

The ORR is a faith-based, 
nonprofit organization 
established to improve the 
perception of the African 
American business market and 
heighten the awareness of Black 
businesses, thereby increasing 
the revolution of the black dollar 
in our Black community.

The ORR offers its members 
exciting opportunities to help 
increase revenue, network 
and support within our black 
community . . . by connecting 
members with consumers. . . 
businesses . . . and churches.

All Aboard the Overground RR!!TM

Visit us at 
www.overgroundrr.com 

or call directly to
404.346.0808

JOIN THE ORR TODAY!!!

The ORR is your one stop shop 
for locating quality, Black-
owned businesses... Board 
the ORR train and get listed 
in our quarterly newspaper 
which is distributed to over 75 
churches & 40,000 consumers.  
Get connected today!

Oil Change

Oil Butler
P. O. Box 311621
Atlanta GA 31131
404-629-2020
www.oilbutlerinternational.com 

Pest Control
 
Dependable Termite & Pest Sevices
5701 Mableton Pkwy Ste 3E
Mableton GA 30126
770-745-000
www.dependabletermite.com 

Ever-Redi Exterminating, Inc.
6380 Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-909-7000
www.everredi.com 

N.W.O Will Kill Pest Management
3665 Cherry Ridge Blvd
Decatur GA 30034
404-241-7619

Physicians

Allwell Physicians, Inc.
118 N. Avondale Road
Avondale Estates GA 30002
404-499-0005

Joann Donaldson, MD
249 Fielding Lane S.W.
Atlanta GA 30311
770-908-3449
 
Regency Health Associates
2191 North Lake Pkwy 
Bldg 11, Suite 22
Tucker GA 30084
770-414-8005
 

Plumbing

Ashmel’s Plumbing Company Ltd.
2380 Benjamin E. Mays Dr. Ste F
Atlanta GA 30311
404-752-6153

Printing

Perfect Image, Inc.
503 Commerce Park Dr., Ste D
Marietta GA 30060
770-422-4221 ext.25
www.perfectimageprinting.com 

Shades of Truth
P.O. Box 414
Norcross GA 30091
770-991-7660
www.shadesoftruth.com 

Public Relations

Rixter-Tate Public Relations
P.O. Box 529
St Mountain GA 30086
770-469-7550

Real Estate

B & L Communities, LP
6181 Memorial Drive
Stone Mountain GA 30083
404-456-3878

Home Solution, LLC
P O Box 83053
Conyers GA 30013
770-572-0099

LowCom Development, Inc
541 Tenth Street #158
Atlanta GA 30318
770-997-2848
 

Rental, Props

Creative Props Rental
2311 Cascade Raod;, SW
Atlanta GA 30311
404-758-9091

Restaurants

IHOP
2841 Greenbriar Parkway
Atlanta GA 30331
404-346-0407
 
Q-Time
1120 Ralph David Abernathy
Atlanta GA 30310
404-758-2881
http://q-timerestaurant.com 

Retail Sales

D.I.V.A.S
126 N Avondale Rd
Avondale Estates GA 30002
404-299-2394
www.divasconsignmentboutique.com 

Sanitation

DreamSan, Inc.
4785 Fulton Industrial Blvd, 
SW,Ste A
Atlanta GA 30336
404-559-9700
 

Security

Monitor One Security Systems
1372 Lamont Rr., SW
Mableton GA 30126
770-819-3040
 
Security Protection Investigation 
Services
PO BOX 310387
Atlanta GA 31131
770-274-9468
www.spisinc.com 

System 5 Electronics
1761 R D Abernathy Blvd
Atlanta GA 30310
404-756-0736
www.system5electronics.com

Vision Security Inc
1307 North Crossing Way.
Decatur GA 30033
770-771-9789

Signs

A+ Signs
4191 Snapfinger Woods Dr.
Decatur GA 30035
404-284-8444
 
Simon Sign Systems
3034 Lakewood Ave
Atlanta GA 30310
404-766-5208

Sound & lighting

AEE Productions
1073 Huff Rd Ste A
Atlanta GA 30318
404-352-2201
www.aeeproductions.com 

Spa

Spa L & Colon Therapy & Skin 
Therapy
2345-4 Cheshire Bridge Rd
Atlanta GA 30324
404321-3228
 
Spa On Demand Hair & Nails 
Boutique
3840 Stonewall Tell, Ste B
College Park GA 30349
770-774-9788

Tax Service

L & B Tax Service, Inc.
6019 Mableton Pkwy
Mableton GA 30126
678-213-1141

Tax Service continued

L & B Tax Service, Inc.
1745 Phoenix Blvd
College Park GA 30349

L & B Tax Service, Inc.
5300 Memorial Drive
Stone Mountain GA 30083
678-704-6780

Professional Tax Advisors
7311 Cardiff Place
Jones boro GA 30230
770-472-9998

Transportation

Atlanta Chauffeur Service
6370 East Stubbs Rd
College Park GA 30349
770-969-9988

Video

All American Legal Video
943 Peachtree St. Ste 1911
Atlanta GA 30309
678-524-5404
Focus on Video,LLC
PO Box 1828
Stockbridge, GA 30281
770-957-4299

Hayes Technical Services Inc.
9043 Jenni Circle
Jonesboro GA 30238
770-210-4677

Water Solutions

Egress Water Solutions, Inc
4426 B Hugh Howell Rd Ste 104
Tucker GA 30084
770-652-4595

Display your company 
name/logo on floor 
stands in the lobbies of 
select member churches. 
Doing so, shows your 
commitment to building 
the Black community and 
promoting the circulation 
of Black dollars.  

Visit us
 online at 

www.overgroundrr.com 
or call directly

404.346.0808

For more information

All Aboard!!!
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Family Law Firm Fostering Community
On the Southside of Atlanta, Arnice Foster founded a rare 

firm that provides high quality legal and real estate ser-
vices to an underserved Atlanta community.  Already an es-
tablished employee in a real estate firm based in Buckhead, 
Foster decided to shift the focus of her career.  The highly-

skilled attorney wanted her services to produce capital in the 
same area where she lived and her children attended school.

“I founded the Foster Firm four years ago with the vision of 
providing quality services to the Southside metro communi-
ty,” said Foster. “Having worked in Buckhead and other large 
real estate firms, I knew I wanted to bring a little bit of Buck-
head to the Southside community.”

When it comes to how the Black community spends its mon-
ey, “The money is taken from the Southside community and 
spent in another community, as opposed to the money being 
re-circulated through our own community,” said Foster. “My 
husband and I live on the Southside, we pay taxes on the 
Southside, our children attend school on the Southside, and we 

spend our mon-
ey on the South-
side.”

Two years into 
the business, 
her husband 
Keith Foster 
joined the firm. 
This increased 
the scope of 
services they 
could provide 
to their cliental.  
Keith, a for-
mer prosecu-
tor and State 
Farm Insurance claim agent, maintains a rare combination of 
work experience that makes him perfect for guiding families 
through convoluted legal institutions.

“Having been a prosecutor for almost 6 years, I know the 
criminal justice system from both sides”, said Keith Foster. 
“For the parents of those young people who have unfortu-
nately defied the law, I am able to successfully navigate them 
through the legal system.”

In just a few years, the Foster family expects their firm to ex-
pand greatly.  The word-of-mouth concerning the Foster Firm 
is that they provide top-rated services with a personal touch.  
Another positive note about the firm is that they plan to be 
important agents in the transforming economy.  The Foster 
Firm intends to navigate the Southside community through 
the recession, assuring their cliental are able to compete in an 
ailing economy.   

Managing the risks of individuals is 
a more rewarding occupation than 

Antoinette “Toni” Stith ever expected. 
For 17 years, Toni Stiff has taken pride 
in aiding communities by guiding indi-
viduals and employers through the com-
plicated and bureaucratic barriers of the 
insurance world.

Tackling both sides of the insurance 
spectrum, Stith specializes in employee 
benefits. Founder and Chief Executive of 
the Toni Stith Agency, Stith works with 
employers and 
individuals to pro-
tect families and 
optimize the ben-
efits of a good in-
surance plan. She 
began her work in 
the insurance in-
dustry unaware of 
the gap she would 
begin to fill for so 
many people.

“I was looking at 
the insurance in-
dustry as another 
career opportunity 
and it gave me 
the opportunity 
to service many 
of my neighbor-
hood friends and 
family. I found that a lot of people didn’t 
know what they had in many of the 
policies they owned,” said Stith.  “That 
was one of main reasons I continued in 
this business, to give people additional 
knowledge.”

Enticed by the complexity of the industry 
and the community’s need for someone 
with insurance expertise, Stith immersed 
herself in the field and hasn’t look backed, 
“I went to school and increase my educa-
tion to be a better servant of the people, 
to let them know what was available, how 
to go about getting involved and to make 

Insuring a Family’s Legacy
Video interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com

sure that they had the plan that best met 
the needs of their families, said Stith.”

As an intermediary for the insurance com-
pany, employers and the insured. Stith 
claims to be everyone’s best friend in the 
insurance game, “We go out and meet with 
different human resource professionals 
and share with them all the changes going 
on in the business community related to 
health benefits, dental, vision, retirement, 
or long-term care. There are a myriad of 
benefits that we have to offer, through 

a number of different companies,” said 
Stith.

Stith’s success is dependant upon her un-
derstanding of the insurance business and 
peoples’ needs.  For her, the process of 
choosing an insurance plan is not a one 
size fits all scenario.  Getting a plan that 
maximizes the benefits, minimizes the 
losses, and adapts to a perpetually evolv-
ing insurance business is a meticulous 
task and requires a steady professional.

And that’s the ultimate message of Stith 
and her agency. Changes are constant. 

New laws, changes in the economy 
and different populations’ ways of life 
all have a profound affect on the state 
of an insurance policy.  Stith insures 
that her community is aware of these 
changes.

“I take great pride in the community 
service that we also offer, which is 
helping the community outside of the 
workplace understand how benefits 
work, what people need, and the chang-
es in the benefits as time goes on,” said 

Stith. “The Medicare 
program has had a 
lot of changes and 
we had to get out and 
educate our seniors, 
because we wanted to 
make sure they were 
getting the products 
that were best for 
them.”

Most importantly, 
Stith’s agency under-
stands the vital role 
insurance plays in 
every aspect of an in-
dividual’s life.  Stith 
calls it the “cradle 
to the grave” theory, 
“From the cradle to 
the grave we are able 
to help them.”

Lastly Stith said, “The biggest benefit 
that I get as an insurance professional 
is the legacy building that we do for the 
families.“  With her desire to be of ser-
vice and the level of understanding she 
brings to the process, we’re sure Toni 
Stith will leave her own legacy of as-
sistance throughout the community.

Video interview can
be found at

www.overgroundrr.com

Owner, Toni Stith
ORR file photo

THE FOSTER FIRM, LLC

The Foster Firm Offices
ORR file photo

Arnice Foster & Keith Foster
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Kenny Leon’s True 
Colors Theatre 

Company is proud to an-
nounce its production 
of Miss Evers’ Boys by 
David Feldshuh, directed 
by Kenny Leon and fea-
turing Jasmine Guy and 
Eugene Lee.  Miss Evers’ 
Boys will be performed 
at Fulton County’s South-
west Arts Center, March 
4 - 21, 2009 (Previews 
March 1 & 3); perfor-
mance times vary and are 
listed on the True Colors 
website, www.truecol-
orstheatre.org. 

An eye-opening drama about the Tuskegee Study, a scar on 
American history, where 399 African-Americans were de-
nied treatment for syphilis and deceived by the United States 
Public Health Service from 1932 - 1972.  Chronicled through 
the experiences of a nurse who attempts to aid four men, but 
self-serving doctors and Washington bureaucracy thwart her 
efforts. 

Miss Evers’ Boys by David Feldshuh. Directed by Kenny 
Leon, Featuring Jasmine Guy, Eugene Lee, E. Roger Mitch-
ell. March 4-21, 2009 with preview performances March 1 & 
3, 2009 at the Southwest Arts Center, 915 New Hope Road, 
Atlanta, GA 30331. 

Tickets available at www.truecolorstheatre.org. Group sales 
available at  404.588.0308 ext. 201.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR:
Kenny Leon (Director) most recently directed Swimming 
Upstream a new work in collaboration with Eve Ensler and 
V-Day. In September, Kenny directed August Wilson’s Gem 
of the Ocean here in Atlanta at the Alliance Theatre and this 
past summer he directed the world premiere of Flashdance: 
The Musical, which opened this past July in London.  Kenny 
also directed August Wilson’s Radio Golf on Broadway (four 
Tony nominations), the final installment of August Wilson’s 
epic cycle of plays, as well as August Wilson’s Gem of the 
Ocean on Broadway (five Tony nominations) and the Tony 
Award-winning revival of A Raisin in the Sun, both featur-
ing Phylicia Rashad; the latter earned him a Drama Desk 
Award nomination for Outstanding Director of a Play. This 
past spring, Kenny was also the Artistic Director of August 

Wilson’s 20th Century, for the Kennedy Center. Other direct-
ing credits include, the film version of A Raisin in the Sun, 
the world premier of Toni Morrison’s opera, Margaret Garner, 
at the Michigan Opera Theater, the Off-Broadway hit, Emer-
gence-SEE! written and performed by Daniel Beatty; Blues 
from an Alabama Sky and From Mississippi Delta (Hunting-
ton Theatre). Prior to his role as Founding Artistic Director 
of True Colors, Kenny was Artistic Director of the Alliance 
Theatre for more than a decade, where he produced ten world 
premieres, including Elton John’s Aida and Debbie Allen’s 
Soul Possessed. Kenny’s next theatrical project will include 
directing the stage adaptation of Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner on Broadway, written by Todd Kreidler. Kenny has 
directed at regional theatres throughout the country, including 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, San Jose Rep, Chicago’s 
Goodman Theatre, Boston’s Huntington Theatre, Hartford 
Stage, Baltimore’s Center Stage, New York’s Public Theatre, 
Los Angeles’ Center Theatre Group, Cincinnati Playhouse in 
the Park, Dallas Theatre Center, Georgia Shakespeare, Wash-
ington D.C.’s Arena Stage and Theatre of the Stars. Recently 
inducted into the Atlanta Tribune’s Hall of Fame, Kenny has 
also been honored as one of People Magazine’s “50 Most 
Beautiful People” in 2004, he received the MIT Eugene Mc-
Dermott Award and Martell Cognac’s “Rise Above Award”, 
honoring his artistry and entrepreneurial spirit. Mr. Leon is a 
graduate and honorary Ph.D. of Clark Atlanta University and 
was chosen as one of the “Top 20 Southerners to Watch” by 
London’s Financial Times.

ABOUT THE CAST
Jasmine Guy enjoyed her directorial debut this summer in 
the critically acclaimed production of For Colored Girls Who 
Considered Suicide When The Rainbow Is Enuff, at Atlanta’s 
14th Street Playhouse. She is also featured in Howard Zin-
nís The People Speak, along with greats John Legend, Viggo 
Mortensen, Danny Glover and many others. The Showtime 
series, Dead Like Me, is now a movie, featuring Jasmine, and 
is due out this fall. Her Broadway credits include Leader of 
the Pack, Grease, Beehive, The Wiz and Bob Fosse’s Chicago 
as Velma Kelly. Jasmine co-starred in Spike Lee’s School 
Daze, Eddie Murphy’s Harlem Nights, the Jamaican indie 
film Kla$h, and most recently Tru Loved, a coming-of-age 
film opening in cities in October  In the early 90’s Jasmine 
starred in the Cosby show spin-off A Different World, as 
Whitley Gilbert, for which she won 6 consecutive NAACP 
Image Awards. She also debuted her self-titled album during 
this time. Jasmine authored the book “Evolution of a Revolu-
tionary”, about the life of Afeni Shakur, mother of Tupac. She 
currently tours the country with a one-woman piece Raisin 
Cane, about the Harlem Renaissance. Feel free to check out 
her official website: jasmineguyonline.com.

Eugene Lee’s acting career goes back to a university produc-
tion of A Raisin in the Sun for President Lyndon Johnson. 
Professional stage credits include: Gem of the Ocean (Broad-
way); August Wilson’s Century Cycle (The Kennedy Cen-
ter), Two Trains Running (Pittsburgh Playwrights Theatre), 
and the Pulitzer Prize-winning A Soldier’s Play (Negro En-
semble Company). Other Negro Ensemble Credits include: 
Home, Sons and Fathers of Sons, and Manhattan Made Me. 

True Colors Theatre Company 
Presents Pulitzer Prize Nominated 
Miss Evers’ Boys

He was seen recently at Huntington Theatre in Radio Golf 
and in True Colors Theatre Company’s productions Fences 
and Ceremonies in Dark Old Men. Playwrighting credits in-
clude East Texas Hot Links; Fear Itself; Somebody Called: A 
Tale of Two Preachers; Killingsworth; and the musical Twist. 
Television credits include “Good Times”, “The White Shad-
ow”, “The Guiding Light”, “The District”, the mini-series 
“The Women of Brewster Place” with Oprah Winfrey, “The 
Jackson Give: An American Dream” and “Wild Palms”. Film 
Credits include: Blacklisted and Coach Carter. He has penned 
episodes for “Homicide: Life on the Streets”, “Walker Texas 
Ranger”, and “The Journey of Allen Strange”. Mr. Lee serves 
as Artist in Residence and Artistic Director of the Texas State 
University Black and Latino Playwright’s Conference.

E. Roger Mitchell was recently seen on stage in Atlanta in 
the Alliance Theatre’s productions of August Wilson’s Gem 
of the Ocean and Radio Golf.  Other Atlanta credits include 
Cuttin’ Up,  Romeo and Juliet, A Christmas Carol and Flyin’ 
West. He has made film appearances in S.W.A.T., The Leg-
end of Bagger Vance, Diary of a Mad Black Woman, Daddy’s 
Little Girls, and HBO’s Boycott and Warm Springs. TV cred-
its: “The Shield”, “Navy NCIS”, “House of Payne”, “Mama 
Flora’s Family” and “Threat Matrix”.

True Colors’ mission is to create a moveable feast of theatre, 
grounded in the rich canon of African-American classics; and 
to branch out to include bold interpretations of world drama 
and a strong commitment to diverse new voices.  Established 
in 2002 by Artistic Director Kenny Leon and Founding Man-
aging Director Jane Bishop, True Colors strives to be an im-
portant voice in the American discussion of diversity, includ-
ing plays and playwrights from various times, cultures and 
perspectives.



404.346.0808  www.overgroundrr.com  •  page 13  

continued from page 1

manager Carol Johnson.  “So what 
we are saying is that there’s 28 bil-
lion dollars that goes through our 
community each year and if you ac-
tually take 5% of what you typically 
spend and spend that among Black 
owned businesses, then we will be 
able to recycle the dollar in our own 
communities.”

Hundreds of individuals and busi-
ness entities have signed the “5% 
Solution” pledge.  Commercial 
real estate broker and member of 
the public policy committee, Audra 
Cunningham commented that the 
5% initiative and the ABL address 
key barriers to Black Atlanta’s 
wealth building.

“One of the issues that I see through-
out the city is that a lot of us don’t 
know that a lot of us (Black owned businesses) exist,” said Cunningham.  “And the Atlanta Business League, through 
the 5% solution and the public policy committee, we are committed to getting the knowledge out there of the different 
businesses, products and services that African-Americans offer.”

Founded in 1933, the Atlanta Business League began as an associate of the National Business League, founded by 
Booker T. Washington. Its mission is to increase the Black business community and to encourage reinvestment of the 
Black businesses’ capital and assets into the Black community.

“It doesn’t mean that we don’t support other big businesses, but what it means is that we focus back on our communities, 
to keep our communities vibrant,” said Cunningham. “We have a great crowd and we have some wonderful panelists. I 
urge everyone to go the Atlanta Business League’s website to see what businesses, lawyers and doctors exist in the city 
of Atlanta…”

State of Black Business

Juanita Baranco, Exec. VP and Chief Operating Officer of Baranco Automotive Group
ORR photo file

Tommy Dortch speaks to the attendees
ORR photo file

to the Georgia Court of Appeals in 1999 by Governor Roy 
Barnes and she has been re-elected statewide for two six-year 
terms. 

Judge Miller is active in numerous professional, civic and 
social organizations including the National Council of Chief 
Judges of the State Courts of Appeal; founding member of the 
Judicial Section of the Gate City Bar; former president-elect 
and vice-president of the Georgia Association of Black Wom-
en Attorneys; Board of Directors for the Georgia Association 
of Women Lawyers; and  Board of Directors for the Judicial 
Section of the Atlanta Bar Association.  Judge Miller also has 
served  as Chair of the Supreme Court Committee on Public 
Trust and Confidence; Chair of the Georgia Student Finance 
Commission (which administers the Hope Scholarship Pro-
gram); Trustee of Leadership Georgia;  Board of Directors of 
Mercer Law School; Board of Directors for the Young Wom-
en’s Christian Association of Greater Atlanta;  Board of Di-
rectors for Kids Chance, Inc.; Board member of the Supreme 
Court Commission on Substance Abuse and the Courts; Advi-
sory Board of the Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia, 
and Board member of the National Alliance for the Mentally 
Ill.  Currently, Judge Miller is a fellow of the Lawyers Foun-
dation of Georgia and a member of the Lamar Inn of Court, 
the Lawyers Club of Atlanta, the Atlanta Bar Association, the 

Georgia Association of Women Lawyers, the Gate City Bar 
Association, the Georgia Association of Black Women Attor-
neys, the Azalea City Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, and 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.     

Judge Miller has received many awards and special recogni-
tions for her professional achievements and public service.  
She was recognized for her accomplishments in Who’s Who 
in Black Atlanta;   and designated by the Georgia Informer 
as one of “Georgia’s Top 50 Influential Black Women.”  She 
was awarded the Meritorious Service Award by the Mercer 
University Alumni Association in 1997.  In 2006, Judge Miller 
was selected as one of 20 American judges to attend the Sir 
Richard May Seminar on International Law and International 
Courts in The Hague, Netherlands.  She was recently inducted 
into the Gate City Bar Association’s Hall of Fame in October, 
2008.

Judge Miller is a member of Cascade United Methodist Church 
in Atlanta, an Overground Railroad member Church & Church 
Station.  She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad N. Miller 
of Macon, Georgia, and she has one sibling, Conrad N. Miller, 
Jr., M.D., also of Macon.  She is also a life-long member of 
Steward Chapel AME Church in Macon.

Judge Miller New Chief Judge 
of the Georgia Court of Appeals
continued from page 6
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his business 18 years ago with about the same amount.

Heavenly Body Products maintains an endless number of 
flavors and scents running from cucumber melon to vanilla 
pineapple. Markadoo pridefully proclaims that his business 
generates more business associates than customers. By focus-
ing on customer service, Markadoo has expanded his busi-
ness tremendously.

“You have to have the stomach to go into business,” says 
Markadoo   He adds, “There are three things that matter in 
business. The first thing is customer service. The second thing 
is customer service and the third thing is customer service.”

Driven by an undeniable determination, entrepreneur Sir 
Markadoo came to Atlanta with $96 and an idea. Marka-

doo survived by soliciting T-Shirts. This first business ven-

ture spring-boarded Markadoo into financial stability.  Now, 
Markadoo presides over Heavenly Body Products. The busi-
ness serves as a fragrance products distributor and creates op-
portunities for individuals to become entrepreneurs like him. 
 
“I deal with people who have never been in business before 
and that’s my job, to help guide them through a business from 
a small grassroots level,” said Markadoo.

Heavenly Body Products’ motto is, “We help God’s people 
prosper”.  Sir Markadoo boasts his ability to transform people 
into entrepreneurs for as little as $100; fitting, since he started 

Entrepreneurs Creating Entrepreneurs 

The full interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com.

Owner, Sir Markadoo
ORR photo file

Part of the apparel line available at Heavenly Body Products
ORR photo file
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This year the annual celebration of the Emancipation Procla-
mation by the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) was celebrated under a unique set of 
circumstances.  It was the first day of a year when an African-
American would lead the United States as its 44th president. 
Secondly, the spiritual leader of the future president’s former 
church would grace the stage for the NAACP Atlanta branch’s 
celebration, held at Cascade United Methodist Church.

Attended by hundreds of members and visitors, the church 
overflowed with people eager to witness the special program. 
Some watched from the lobby, as the large church sanctuary 
could not hold every guest. 

Event speaker, Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ, Otis 
Moss III, delivered a powerful address to the crowd.  The 
Morehouse College and Yale Divinity graduate, who has stud-
ied African-American culture and theology, played upon his 
experiences with President-elect Barack Obama at his church.  
Reverend Otis Moss III used these experiences to illuminate 
the historical and spiritual significance of the Emancipation 
Day Program.

“We are gathered in this sanctuary today to understand our 

calling,” said Marvin Moss, Senior Pastor of Cascade United 
Methodist Church. “Cascade desires to be a viable entity in 
collecting the energy that has been awakened by this presiden-
tial election. We have seen a generation be awakened, that has 
been dormant for so long. So now, we have the opportunity to 
encourage people to be involved.”

Event host, Herman Skip Mason, encouraged the crowd to 
be thankful for “the one who looks like us.” His energetic 
praise set the tone for an unforgettable salute to better days for 
Blacks, signified by President Obama’s election.

Community service innovators Edward Menifee and Wil-
lie Watkins were also honored. Over 30 years ago, honoree 
Menifee founded the Southwest Atlanta Youth Organization 
Business (SWAYBO), a youth organization that instructs low-
income students on business principles, entrepreneurship and 
economics.

The second community service award honoree Watkins was 
awarded for leadership in several organizations, including the 
SCLC, YMCA, and West End Merchants Association. Wat-
kins’ work has helped these organization lead the way in com-
munity involvement.

A Special Jubilee Commemoration 
United Methodist Church Hosts NAACP Emancipation Day Program
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Americans, both 
Black and White, 

feel that Obama has 
the leadership abil-
ity necessary to turn 
this country around. 
As a psychologist, I 
sometimes wonder 
how Obama was able 
to get Americans to 
trust in his leadership 
ability.
There are some natu-
ral psychological 
variables that Obama 
has in his favor. First, 
he is a firstborn.  Po-
litical leaders across 
the globe are over-
represented by first-
born and only chil-

dren. Second, he is tall. Obama is 6’1.5”. Taller presidential 
candidates usually win the presidential contest. The average 
height for American Men is 5’9”. Taller people are perceived 
by others as more authoritative and competent and therefore 
are viewed as better leadership material.
I believe each of these factors helped Obama’s leadership 
“mojo”, but he also has another psychological factor that re-
ally gives him a boost in the leadership category. This fac-
tor is that Obama is emotionally contagious. In their book, 
Primal Leadership: Realizing the Power of Emotional Intel-
ligence,  authors Goleman, Boyatzis, and McKee contend that 
“The fundamental task of leaders is to prime good feelings in 
those they lead.”  Americans have caught an optimistic virus 
from Obama. His Charisma exudes hope, dignity and the high 
road. All of these things are at a deficit in our culture and we 
are hungry for these characteristics. 
Obama is a new hope for all of America. Like another great 
Black American leader Martin King, Jr, he is especially a 
new hope for Black Americans and Black males in particu-
lar. “Obama is the biggest thing for our people since Martin 
Luther King.” I found myself saying this statement the other 
day and then reflecting on how significant it is for a Black 
man to be elected to the U.S. Presidency. What he does for the 
self-esteem of Black people and particularly Black men, is 
great and immeasurable. The limits have been taken off of our 
minds, and now we know that we can do anything humanly 
possible. Yes we can! 

DR. TURPEAU IS A COUNSELOR IN PRIVATE PRACTICE 
HERE IN ATLANTA. YOU MAY CONTACT HIM AT 
678-522-6548 OR VISIT HIS WEBSITE AT: www.drturpeau.com

Barack’s Mojo

Dr. Aaron Turpeau
Photo courtesy of A. T.
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The dream of Don-
ald Trimble lives in 

the quite corners of his 
descendant’s memories 
and each day Trimble’s 
name is evoked by the 
family who carry out his 
vision.  Donald Trimble 
Mortuary Inc has been 
in business for 25 years. 
Long after the death 
of its founder, Donald 
Trimble, the spirit of 
maintaining a high qual-
ity family-owned mortu-
ary keeps the engine of 
his business running and 
expanding.

Niece of Trimble, CheDonna Trimble-Holston, and wife, 
Betsy Trimble, manage the mortuary and have overseen its 
impressive expansion. Donald Trimble Mortuary Inc (DTM) 
has experienced three renovations, increasing in every direc-
tion, and shows no signs of slowing down. 

“My uncle, the late Donald Trimble started the business and 
it was something he had a dream of doing. He started in the 
business when he was 12 years old and he’s been in the busi-
ness ever since,” said CheDonna. “He passed in June of 2000.  
He left the business to the family and he intended for the busi-
ness to be run by the family.” 

Located in Decatur, Georgia, DTM is housed in a structure 
fit for royalty. Every minute detail matches. Inside lighting 
is impeccable. Clear chandeliers reflect light upon gleaming 
center pieces, white furniture and the glistening floors.  With 
a fleet on 19 vehicles parked around the premises and the 
memorabilia pieces of Donald Trimble throughout the inte-
rior, one would think they were stepping into the house of a 
late monarch.

Indeed the royal family of Donald Trimble carries on his 
dream in regal style. DTM offers an endless array of ser-
vices. No aspect of the burial process is left unmanaged by 
the members of the DTM staff. Peaceful grieving and trust-
building are an effortless part of the DTM way. After only a 
short time in the presence of the Trimble staff it is apparent 
this business runs through the family’s blood. Belittling the 

dream of Donald Trimble would be the 
highest insult.

Trimble-Houston reported, “When 
I was a student at Gupton-Jones, I 
would go to work for the business, 
back when my uncle first opened the 
funeral home…My ambition is to con-
tinue to carry out his legacy, the legacy 
of Donald Trimble”

Success of the establishment is obvi-
ous. DTM conducts 750 funeral ser-
vices a year, and the business is deeply 
rooted in the surrounding community. 
By sponsoring several little league 
sports teams and churches, DTM is 
destined to be a long-lasting staple of 
Second Avenue Decatur GA.

Family Owned 
Donald Trimble 
Mortuary Services

The full interview can be found at
www.overgroundrr.com.

A view of Donald Trimble Mortuary
Photo Courtesy of DTM

CheDonna Trimble-Holston, C.E.O.
Photo Courtesy of DTM
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Inc in 2000 and maintains a work schedule of only 15 - 25 clients a week.  Keeping the sessions 
personal is Church’s trademark.

“My teachers told me that I was very good at deep tissue and neuromuscular therapy. I have fo-
cused my business as a specialist in neuromuscular therapy,” said Church.  

Massage Masters Inc offers a variety of discounts for both newcomers and 
regular customers, but the typical rate is $65 per hour. The self-

proclaimed “Massage Guru” boasts that if there is a massage 
technique being used, he can perform it, including hot stone 

massage, Swedish deep tissue, hot and cold, and many other 
massage techniques.

Interested in how others might experience Massage Masters, 
The Conductor solicited thoughts from someone who was well 

acquainted with Ronald and his services, “Being in there just re-
ally made me want to get a massage. It’s comfortable and very intimate 

and clean. It’s just really relaxing. Going there and developing a relationship with 
Ronald makes the experience less awkward. It beats going into a massage parlor and getting mas-
saged by someone random,” said Nate Small.
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“I have always been good with my hands,” said the owner and 
operator of Massage Masters Inc, Ronald Church. As one of the 
one-hundred thousand massage therapists in the United States, 
Church promises an excellent massage with 
a personal touch.

“I’ve tried not to grow really 
big, to the point where my 
clients are just a number or 
they’re just an appointment. 
I try to keep that friendly en-
vironment, were it’s a personal 
relationship between the two of 

us,” said Church.

Trained at the New Life Institute of Atlanta, Church remarks 
that in a world of increasing stress and uncertainty, individuals 

need to make better use of massage therapists like himself.  Church opened Massage Masters 

The Massage Master

Ronald Church

The full interview can be found at
www.overgroundrr.com.

Howard Zinn’s book “A Peoples’ History” gained 
wide attention for its revolutionary approach to his-

tory. Zinn’s book retold history through the eyes of disen-
franchised minorities.  In the same spirit, Kenneth Will-
hoite embarked on his unique mission of preserving his 
peoples’ history by keeping alive an entity central to their 
survival—soul food.  

The Soul Food Museum, aptly located in the historic 
Martin Luther King Jr. district of Atlanta, is Willhoite’s 
precious creation—a museum that chronicles all items re-
lated to the food traditions of African-Americans.

“I have been researching culinary arts and the hospital-
ity industry for over 35 years. When I was 16 years old 
I threw my hands up to God and I asked God, ‘What am 
I supposed to do as a little Black boy in America? Lord 
what is my mission, what is my vision, what is my des-

tiny? I want to know,” said Willhoite. ”God answered my prayer and said, ‘Son you are to docu-
ment a peoples’ history, and you are to cook good food and present that food well, and when 
given the opportunity, witness for me through the food.”  

“That’s how the Soul Food Museum came to be, after researching for 35 years a peoples’ his-
tory,” said Willhoite

Touring the museum is a brief but intense experience. If not paying close attention, many will 
miss the numerous pieces complicatedly woven together throughout the museum. It’s a collec-
tors’ heaven. Vintage items related to the evolution of African-American foods surprise most 
of its visitors. Additionally, the Soul Food Museum is a reservoir of unknown facts about the 
contributions of African-Americans to American cuisine 

The 11-month old shop, which occasionally serves dishes named after famous visitors, has at-
tracted a small following. However, the funky dishes and Willhoite’s upbeat personality have 
been major stepping stones for the museum’s success.

Willhoite has cooked and served food at several prestigious events around the country. Most 
notably, the Real Men Cook for Charity event in Washington D.C. Famed performers such as 

Muhammad Ali, Quincy Jones, Felicia Rashad, and Isaac Hayes have discussed soul food with 
Willhoite and he has the pictures to prove it. 

“Here at the Soul Food Museum we provide an array of support services for those who work 
with the culinary arts and hospitality industries, not only in Atlanta, Georgia, but throughout 
the United States and the World,” explains Willhoite. “Here at the Soul Food Museum, you can 
receive assistance with your business plan, your marketing, motivation, inspiration and educa-
tion.  As a part of Soul Food Museum, our focus is laying a foundation for the youth, so that 

they will be able to build on the legacy of our ancestors.”

In celebration of the nation’s induction of the first Black president, the Soul Food Museum 
plans to host several events during Black History Month.  Barack Obama and Aretha Franklin 
are just 2 figures whose favorite dishes will be featured.

Entrance to the museum for adults is $5 and $3 for kids and senior citizens. The museum is 
located at 372 Auburn Ave. 678-508-9478.

Sustaining a People’s History Through Food

The full interview can be found at www.overgroundrr.com.

Museum founder Kenneth Willhoite


