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After an absence of more than a year the Conductor re-appeared last month in scores of churches, businesses 
and other venues throughout metro Atlanta, highlighting the best practices and examples of community 

leaders in keeping the black dollar circulating in our 
African American communities.  
   “It’s about time,” Providence Missionary Baptist 
Church’s Gerald Durley told us during our first round 
of Conductor deliveries, “that we hook each other up, 
that we rediscover our own voices when it comes to 
economic development and better promoting black 
businesses.”  That, we assured him, is what the Con-
ductor is all about.
   The OvergroundRR!!™ exists to empower and inform 
black consumers, to hook up black businesses, church-
es and mosques into a network of mutual aid and ben-
efit vital to the growth of our community’s social and 
financial capital.  
   The OvergroundRR!!™ movement, of which the Con-
ductor is part, aims for nothing less than a revolution in 
the consuming, spending, wealth generating and busi-
ness habits of our people.  
At sixteen full color pages with a center pullout listing 
of participating African American businesses from auto 
repair and air conditioning to lawyers and physicians to 
talent agencies and tax services, the Conductor is sure 
to become indispensable to many.
In this issue
   In this issue, the second of 2008, you will find inspir-
ing accounts of the House of Hope, a South Fulton tran-
sitional housing facility run by Emmaus Road Mission-
ary Baptist Church that works to make homeless men 
coming out of prison whole, by uniting them with their 
families, integrating them into the life of their commu-
nities and of the church.  You will discover how historic 
Butler Street CME meets the challenge of 21st century 
ministry in the shadow of Atlanta’s Grady Hospital, 
and how Light of the World International Ministries 
carries on the legacy of its recently deceased founder, 
Archbishop Jimmy Smith.  You will, if you haven’t al-
ready, become acquainted with Atlanta’s Africa World 
Museum, the face of Africa in our own city, recognized 
as such by the 54 nations of the African Union.  You 
will hear from Reginald Love how Tania’s Gallery of 
Art and Framing is building the market for quality ser-
vices in that field in Atlanta’s Ben Hill community.
   The Conductor is, however, more than the sum of its 
parts.  The Conductor is the voices and stories of Atlan-
ta’s Black Church and business communities, respon-
sible and responsive, self-aware and self-empowering.  
We hope to be around for quite a while.
Where you can find the Conductor
   You can find the Conductor at nearly all the churches 
listed at   left, at many of the business listed in our four 
page center section pull-out directory, and at dozens of 
other locations throughout metro Atlanta.  By this sum-
mer, the Conductor will appear monthly and its circula-
tion is expected to steadily increase, and its availability 
widen.  
   If the Conductor is not in your church, or if your 
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Above:  The Conductor at IHOP, Greenbriar Mall,
Below:  Delivering the  Conductor to Light of the 

World Christian Tabernacle in Stockbridge
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Pastor David Scott of South Fulton’s Emmaus Road Missionary Baptist Church is not related to the local congressman of the same name. With 20 years in the ministry and eleven 
at Emmaus Road, he has an interesting background.

   “I was an attorney, Howard University Law School, class of 1980,” says Rev. Scott.   “I served as assistant DA in New York City, and later in Texas, doing criminal cases, and had 
a private practice for a while before I let the Lord have his way with my life. I left that battle behind for a different one, and have been in the ministry full time since 1996.”
   Rev. Scott is most passionate about the House of Hope, a court-mandated halfway house established by Emmaus Road and next door to the church, just off I-85 at Flat Shoals.
   “The House of Hope is something the Lord gave me some years ago when I was a prosecuting attorney. I also had a sister doing serious battle with crack cocaine around that time. I 
decided that rather than do nothing, I would do something positive. So at the House of Hope we take men who otherwise don’t have a place in this society, men who would otherwise 
be homeless, due to drug and alcohol and other problems. We are able to let them, by coming to the House of Hope, get new directions and new purpose. We help find a way for them 
to get back into society and make a difference.”

The House of Hope:  Fulfilling the Great Commission in South Fulton

Inside (above)  and outside (below)  Emmaus Road Missionary Baptist 
Church’s House of Hope in South Fulton (ORR photo)
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   “This is vitally important work,” Rev. Scott told the Conductor.  “The incredible numbers of our people in prisons and 
jails is something the Black Church really must concern itself with more deeply, both on a public policy level and in our 
day to day ministry.”
   Recently the Conductor accepted Pastor Scott’s invitation to visit the House of Hope.  The House of Hope is an or-
dinary brick bungalow with four or five 
bedrooms, usually housing nine or ten 
men.  Both Fulton and Clayton counties 
confidently refer parolees to the House of 
Hope’s director, Ms. Faye Hillman.
   “I’ve learned an awful lot since we start-
ed this,” Ms. Hillman told the Conductor.  
“A lot of the men come here with games.  
I’ve learned to recognize liars and drug 
users, people who think they can go out 
and use and come back and nobody will 
notice.  I know it’s important to never put 
myself above any of them too.”
   Ms. Hillman expects to earn a degree in 
Christian Counseling at Jonesboro’s Res-
toration Theological Seminary later this 
year.  “That’s taught me to look for and 
to take account of the differing tempera-
ments of these men, something you need 
to do in order to effectively to minister to 
their needs.  Often when I’m studying in 
class and reading I can identify a particu-
lar set of traits in one or more of them.”
   It costs at least $50,000 per year to run 
the House of Hope.  “First you have to 
have a place, a building, a suitable resi-
dence,” according to Ms. Hillman.  “Then 
you need bylaws that state clearly how 
you want your house to be run, and how 
you want your organization to function.  
You need to incorporate and apply for a 
501c3 (federal tax exemption), which is 
absolutely necessary for receiving feder-
al, state and charitable funding.  But most 
of all you need people around you who 
sincerely want to help.”
   Just as at many other houses, paying the 
bills at the House of Hope can be a challenge.  When the cash runs short, or too many of the residents, who don’t exactly 
have high-wage jobs are between paychecks or out of work, the director, or sometimes the church assists directly.  ‘The 
deacons at Emmaus Road have sometimes been called to step up and helped provide shoes and mens clothing,” Hillman 
informed us.  “When you’re released from prison you have nothing but the clothes on your back.  You can’t look for a 
job without decent clothing and shoes.”
   “Often the guys just need another man to talk to,” Ms. Hillman added.  “For those times Rev. Scott is always available, 
as are Deacon Hillman, and Deacon Davis.  One of our deacons, Mr. Anthony Day is a graduate of the House of Hope.  
He’s also been married in the church and we are very proud of him.  He’s managed to make a 180 degree turnaround in 
his life, and now he is an example to the other men, a terrific blessing to our efforts here.”
   “Another young man who left the House of Hope now owns his own business out at Greenbriar mall, doing mono-
gramming, and he is doing very well.  Still another, Chris Bryant came here because he was homeless.  He was an over 
the road truck driver and the first time he returned from a long trip he blessed the house with $1800.  He’s now a car 
salesman and one of the leaders among our men here.  When somebody has to get home from a job after the buses have 
stopped running, he picks them up.  Our men learn to provide positive examples and good advice to each other, to sup-
port each other.  The House of Hope is able to encourage that kind of fellowship and cooperation among them.”
   Emmaus Road is by no means the largest church in the College Park area, but Faye Hillman believes they are show-
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Africa World Museum:  The Face of Africa in Atlanta
Atlanta’s Africa World Museum is a unique cultural treasure and a longtime business member of the OvergroundRR!!™. Home to more than 50,000 African artifacts and original works of art 

since 2001, it has been recognized by the African Union and regularly plays host to visiting dignitaries from the continent. The Africa World Museum and Center also plays host to business 
receptions, to African themed weddings, family reunions, and naming ceremonies, for instruction in African languages as well as workshops and programs on African culture, fashion and cuisine.  
Africa World Museum’s curator and CEO Chief Tunde Adetunji took time out to talk to the OvergroundRR!!™. 
   “We came to Atlanta in 1996 during the Olympics. I took it upon myself as a challenge that the people of the world should know more about African life and civilization. Since it 
was the year of the Olympics, and sports are a kind of social pivot, a universal element common to all human cultures, we centered our initial exhibit around that theme. 

   “We hoped in this way to help people ask and to answer questions 
like who these Black people, these Africans and descendants of Afri-
cans are. Where are they going, where we are going, and just what our 
arts, our character and our civilizations have and continue to contribute 
to the human family? 
   “The exhibition was brought here under the auspices of the Africa 
World Museum and Center, and was well received by the IOC, the In-
ternational Olympic Committee. This let us know it was an idea whose 
time had come. Our initial exhibit at the Africa House was well attend-
ed by the sports ministers and other dignitaries from African nations. 
   “After our successful run in Atlanta, the next challenge was to take 
it on the road to other American cities, which we did. We brought the 
exhibit to New York, to Las Vegas, to Washington DC, and Miami. We 
visited Kansas City, Houston, Denver and many other places around 
the country showcasing the art and culture of Africa. Knowing more 
about other people is essential for any real progress, for any mean-
ingful relations of respect and equity. When you bring these ideas to 
people, they embrace them. 
   “After five years as a touring exhibit we began to look for a per-
manent site. After weighing demographic and other factors, we chose 
Atlanta as the home for our project. There are more than one million 
black people in metro Atlanta, and Atlanta is close to the historic cen-
ters of African American population in the United States. As an inter-
national transportation hub, it is also home to large African and Carib-
bean communities. So the Africa World Museum was launched here in 
Atlanta in 2001. 
   “Since that time we have been officially recognized by the 54 nations 
of the African Union. We are, in a sense, Africa here in Atlanta. We 
had a very successful conference last year, hosted in part by Kennesaw 
State University in which many leading academic and business figures 
took part, along with representatives of many nations of the African 
Union. 
  “What’s available here at the Africa World Museum? We have an edu-
cational program in which we work with various schools, and the Afri-
can Studies departments of universities. We offer instruction in African 
languages. Yoruba, Igbo, Swahili, Fanti, and Hausa are just some of the 
languages you can learn through our programs. Any time you can say 
‘good morning’ or ‘hello, how are you’ in another person’s language 
you have invited a lot of respect for yourself. For would-be artists we 
offer instruction on the use of various creative media. 
   “We offer a wonderful venue for traditional African weddings, for 
naming ceremonies, as well as chieftainship ceremonies. People come 
here from all over the country for African themed family reunions. Our 
cultural programs include ‘A Taste of Africa’, in which you can sample 
and learn to prepare traditional African dishes like foufou and others. 
We have scholars and master musicians who conduct workshops on 
African music, and on other aspects of the culture and folklore of Afri-
ca. We have African fashion shows, because there is no second chance 

to make a first impression, as they say. And of course we have wonderful works of art large and small on exhibit and for sale. 
   “Our location is changing, we are now in the process of moving from our primary space at 134 Peachtree St in downtown Atlanta, but our phone number, 404-588-0404, and web 
address will remain africaworldmuseum.org/, as well as africaheritagefoundation.org/ and our page on overgroundrr.com/. My email address is chieftun@gmail.com. 
   “We are becoming a kind of international exhibition venue, with book signings, with business and diplomatic receptions, with celebrations of great figures in African American 
history including Dr. Martin Luther King and many others. We want to be a resource for researchers and scholars, and by the year 2010, we hope to be instrumental in the founding 
of similar centers in several other cities.” 
   “We have been big supporters of the OvergroundRR!!™ from the beginning. Its concept of hooking together the efforts of the Black church and Black businesses is just simple com-
mon sense. The church’s job is to speak with authority, to tell the people the right direction. The church has a tremendous impact on what happens with black businesses. Business is 
not a smooth road, it has ups and downs. But when you put God first in what you do, you’re on a firmer foundation. The church has also been an incubator of Black businesses, and 
the prosperity of those businesses is essential to the larger economic well-being of our Black communities, both locally and globally.” 

Above:  Chief Tunde Atetunge with a few of Africa World Museum’s more than 50,000 artifacts.  
Below:  Africa World Museum has been recognized by the more than 50 nations of the African Union

“I’ve always believed a holistic approach to living,” 
Dr. Barbara King, founding pastor at Hillside Chapel 

and Truth Center told the  Conductor.  “We are threefold 
beings, all of us, spirit, mind and body, spiritual beings in 
this universe having a human experience.  So with that 
kind of foundation, we are not a worship group.  We un-
derstand that you can’t worship without your mind being 
where it’s supposed to be.  You can’t worship without your 
body being in good shape, and you can’t worship without 
being grounded in the Spirit of the Lord.  With these un-
derstandings we have everything we need to work with.”  
   “We try to integrate the  Gospel of Jesus Christ into the 
actual issues we face today.  I think Jesus was a great psy-
chologist, I think he was a rabble rouser, who came here 
to empower people to live a full and abundant life.  So our 
teaching of the Bible in Aramaic and our sermons, for in-
stance, are not about things that happened or were said two 
thousand years ago, but things people can take and apply 
in their everyday lives.  
   “I am a sociologist, and an AU graduate.  I brought my 
own skills into this ministry and there are others whose 
skills we also use.  Hillside is vitally concerned with the 

quality of lives in our community.  We were the first church 
in this city to open our doors to AIDS testing, something 
we have gone back to just recently.
   “There’s our prisons ministry, the Freedom Ministry.  We 
teach men and women in prison that just because you are 
behind bars it does not affect your mind.  You can free 
your mind and live as best you can behind the walls, just 
as you must on the outside.  Many people who this mes-
sage has reached in prison have come to us afterward and 
told us how much it meant to them.  Of course we have 
ministries for the parents, the friends and the loved ones 
of the incarcerated too, since so many of us have family 
members in prison.  
   “I’ve been a full-time minister for thirty-seven years, but 
I’ve actually been preaching since I was fifteen.  It took 
a lot for me to get behind a pulpit.  In the Baptist church 
at that time women did not preach.  My first engagement 
was as a Womens Day speaker in Houston, Texas, where 
I’m from.  You had to stand away from the pulpit except 
on Womens Day, and you certainly were not allowed to 
preach.  They thought they were just using this little teen-
ager to say something, but the message was received and it 

“We’re Spiritual Beings, Having a Human Experience”  
A Conductor Interview with Hillside Chapel & Truth Center’s Dr. Barbara King

was wonder-
ful.  
  When I was 
hospitalized.  
I preached in 
the hospital.  
I was called 
to pray with 
and speak 
to others 
there during 
their crises 
and their ill-
nesses, just 
as I was hav-
ing my own.  
So I think I 
received my 
calling at 
thirteen.  When I look back at how I have lived, I can say 
that I have been in the ministry since the age of thirteen.” 

continued on page 13

Dr. Barbara King, courtesy of Hillisde Chapel & 
Truth Cenbter Inc.
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of the black 
poor, by 
specifically 
t a r g e t i n g 
young men 
and women 
e m e rg i n g 
from prison 
with special 
counseling 
p r o g r a m s 
aimed at re-
socializing 
ex-prison-
ers, reunit-
ing them 
with their 
f a m i l i e s , 
and help-
ing them 
p r e p a r e 
for family, 
community and work life.
   With a staff of more than 30 competent and caring pro-
fessionals, and advised by community councils that keep 
it abreast of current needs at the grassroots level, FACAA 
is determined to minister to the needs of metro Atlanta in 
the years to come.  Ms. Dorsey attributes a good deal of 
FACAA’s success to the founding director of its board, the 
late Arthur Cummings, who was also a founding engineer 
of the OvergroundRR!!.
   “Art was a giant in small letters, a mentor of mine.  I 
learned the fundamentals of straight down-the-line results-

Historic Butler Street was founded by former slaves 126 years ago this July.  A unit of the CME, or Christian Method-
ist Episcopal Church, it belongs to one of the three distinctly African American streams of John Wesleyan Method-

ism in the United States; the others being the AME or African Methodist Episcopal and the AME-Zion church.  Since its 
founding, Butler Street has been identified with social ministry, with civil rights activistm and with advocay and witness 
for social justice. 
   “We operate programs of ministry and mis-
sion that speak to the needs of our community,” 
Butler Street’s pastor, the Rev. Anthony Alford 
told the Conductor. “Because of where we are 
located, in this Edgewood - Auburn - Grady 
Hospital corridor, we are met with a myriad of 
needs, from people who are homeless to per-
sons who are addicted to drugs or alcohol, to 
persons with various social needs. Of course 
we are challenged to seek ways by which we 
can meet those needs in all the facets of our 
worship and our various ministries. 
   “We are a small church, not a large mega-
church by any stretch of the imagination. We 
have about five hundred members active in 
our congregation. Our members come from all 
walks of life. All social and economic levels are 
represented in our church. Some of Atlanta’s 
most notable citizens have been members of 
this congregation for many years. We are con-
stantly challenged to find new ways, new forms 
of ministry to meet the changing needs of the 
community. We like to say that Butler Street is 
the friendly church with the personal touch, and 
our ministries, our worship and our witness do 
reflect that.” 
   “Like Ebeneezer, Wheat Street, and other his-
toric downtown Atlanta churches, Butler Street 
no longer has much of an immediate neigh-
borhood around it to draw worshippers from.  
Butler Street works hard to meet this challenge, 
drawing members from the entire metro At-
lanta area, from Marietta and Kennesaw in the 
northwest to Lawrenceville in the northeast, to 
Lithonia, Decatur and Stone Mountain on the 
east, to McDonough in the south and Douglass-
ville in the west.  
   “We have to have ministries that give people a 
reason to want to be part of the church, a reason 
to come back not just on Sunday morning, but 
all week long,” explained Rev. Alford.
“That is a challenge, People who may not live or work in the city need to have a very good reason indeed to come back 
to the church on Wednesday evening for Bible study, or on Thursday evening for choir rehearsal, or on Tuesday evening 
for men’s Bible study class, or on Saturday morning for our youth activities. Those programs of ministry and mission 
and witness have to be appealing and attractive enough in their yield that people will want to participate.” 

Historic Butler Street CME Church  Meets the 
Challenges of Ministry in the Grady Corridor

Above: Historic Butler Street CME Church across the street from Grady 
Hosptial.  Below:  Rev. Dr. Anthony Alford

Fulton-Atlanta Community Action Authority:  
Changing Lives Every Day
Joyce Dorsey is a minister’s daughter, a social worker, 

and a native Atlantan.  For the last seventeen years 
she has been the president and CEO of the Fulton Atlanta 
Community Action Authority.  Founded in 1991, FACAA 
maintains several offices and runs a variety of programs to 
serve human needs in metro Atlanta.  
   “Atlanta, the gateway of the south, the mecca for so many 
of us  trying to find a place to live and work has turned 
out to be a disappointment for many of us,” Ms. Dorsey 
told the Conductor.  “It’s a city that’s evolving.  You find 
beautiful loft apartments, but also many who are simply 
left out.  The service jobs that are out here just don’t pay 
enough to make the rent in most of the new housing that’s 
being constructed.  The lack of  enough good jobs at good 
wages is a core problem that we need to address.”
   “At FACAA we work with people, helping them find 
economic strategies that better enable them to make it here 
in Atlanta.  We have job readiness and resume writing pro-
grams, we collaborate with the Georgia Department of La-
bor, hooking people up with job fairs and with employers 
that pay well above the minimum wage, even with career 
opportunities when we can, so that people can actually 
support their families.  
   “We’re also active in the area of affordable housing.  
We assist people in finding homes that are actually within 
their price ranges, so they can live without fear of eviction.  
For those facing imminent eviction, we have emergency 
plans to help them come up with economic remedies.  If 
they qualify, we can do long-term case management, and 
hopefully get them out of the crisis, something that takes a 
while, it does not happen overnight.”
   FACAA works to address the effects on individuals and 
families of the national policy of large-scale imprisonment continued on page 15

FACAA’s Joyce Dorsey (ORR file photo)

continued on page 14



404.346.0808  www.overgroundrr.com  •  page 5  

When aspiring entrepreneurs start a venture the last thing on 
their minds is putting accounting procedures in place to 

record day to day transactions.  This is always baffling to me as 
an accountant because accounting is the backbone of any busi-
ness no matter what the size. 

Whether you have ten transactions or a thousand transactions a 
day, they should be properly accounted for.  Capital should be 
allocated in any business budget for at least bookkeeping ser-
vices.

When buying supplies no matter what the industry a record must 
be kept of what is spent.  The monies used at startup to acquire 
office supplies, inventory, furniture and fixtures along with 
equipment at startup are what is known as an “equity infusion” 
by the owner.  It’s recorded that way because the business has not 
started to generate revenue.  If your business is not in a position 
to computerize its accounts at the beginning, you should record 
all transactions manually until such time as you are able to com-
puterize or hire someone to generate computerized accounts.

Our recommendation here at NJI Limited is always to open a 
bank account for your small business.  Try and get a debit card or 
credit card to use when purchasing for the business.  You could also pay your bills with this card.  This way all the transac-
tions pertaining to the business will be recorded on that bank statement and all you have to do at the end of the month is 
reconcile.   If you are unable to perform this function, please pay someone to do it for you.  At the end of each quarter, an 
accountant could take your bank statements and produce financials by implementing this procedure. 

When the business starts to generate revenue, manually keep track of what you take in everyday.  All monies received in 
one day should be banked the next day and recorded accordingly.  By applying that simple procedure it will be easier to 
keep track of who is paying you and for what service or product.  This will also help you as a business owner keep track 
of your cash flow. Applying these basic procedures of recording your revenue and expenses; reconciling the bank account 
every month at the beginning of your venture will help you to get your business up and running.

As time passes and the entrepreneur becomes more familiar with the day to day routine of recording revenue and tracking 
expenses, you may wish to look into more advanced accounting procedures to help your business run more efficiently.  
Revisit your budget.  See if you are able to implement bookkeeping services on a weekly basis and accounting procedures 
on a quarterly time frame.  When you generate financial reports after a six month period, you might consider seeking an 
equity line for the business to help with cash flow, to hire more staff and provide more services, which is how your busi-
ness grows.

In all cases, it is absolutely vital to implement proper accounting procedures and practices from the very beginning.  As 
the business grows, the entrepreneur is able to make informed decisions based upon his/her financials.  Whatever you do, 
never start your venture by saying you cannot afford accounting and bookkeeping services.  You really can’t afford to do 
without them.  In the long run, you will benefit by implementing procedures that will help you keep abreast of the progress 
being achieved when starting your business venture.  

So talk to an accountant.  The ORR’s business directory includes several.  Get your business on the right path from the 
start.  

We at NJI Limited are experienced at helping established as well as startup businesses small and not so small to meet and 
exceed their goals.  Call us at 770-953-3733, or visit us on the web at www.njiltd.com and www.bermudaleadershipsum-
mit.com or on our page at www.overgroundrr.com.

Financial Matters by Judy E Ming:  
Starting a Business?  Talk to an Accountant 
First

Judy Ming-Inchcup, President and Managing Director
of NJI Limted

Tania’s Gallery of Art and Framing:  Growing 
and Serving the Market for Quality Art Services

When Reginald Love left corporate 
America in 1995 he had a vision. 

Black Atlanta was as full of artistic talent 
as anywhere else, but there were few if any 
purveyors of quality art, preservation and 
framing services. The region’s large and em-
powered upscale Black community was an 
underserved market, waiting for the right en-
trepreneur to zero in on it. 
   Today Reginald Love’s vision is realized in 
Tania’s Gallery of Art and Framing. Located 
in southwest Atlanta’s Ben Hill community, 
Tania’s is engaged in serving, growing and 
nurturing the market for art in Atlanta, and 
providing a level of knowledgeable service 
unmatched anywhere else. 
   We asked Mr. Love if he had 
any advice for aspiring artists.  
   “I get that question often. There are many 
talented individuals who don’t even consider 
themselves artists yet. Every artist started 
from meager beginnings to become the art-
ist that they are. Nobody started at the top. 
If an individual has an art interest, I would 
say continue to pursue it. Everything we look 
at, everything that we touch was designed by 
someone. So if that interest is there, if the tal-
ent is there, if an individual has that direc-
tion, he or she should pursue it in whatever 

continued on page 14
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Capitol City Bank Opens Student-Run Branch at 
Mays High School
   Financial literacy is vital to the well-being of 
our community,” declared George Andrews, 
president of Capitol City Bank & Trust at the 
opening of a student-run branch at Southwest 
Atlanta’s Benjamin E. Mays High School. 
“We as citizens should know the difference 
between spending and savings, and what sav-
ings do for the community, in terms of help-
ing our communities prosper and grow.” 
   “We’re excited about this,” Daryl Hayes, 
the Career Tech Chairperson at Mays told 
us, “Our partners are excited, our students 
are excited. Where you have this much ex-
citement you can’t go wrong. Our students 
are going to get hands-on experience of the 
things that actually go on in the banking and 
finance industry.” 
   The high school branch is staffed by ad-
visor-recommended high school juniors and 
seniors, trained by bank staffers in the record 
keeping and other day to day requirements of 
operating a small financial institution. 
   “We couldn’t be prouder of these students,” 
Capitol City’s Alyce Simmons said. “They 
really shine, they have worked very hard to 
make this happen. It’s a win-win situation for 
the students in this program, and for the en-
tire school community.  This is about teach-
ing our young people to save.  We already 
know how to spend.  ” 
   Simmons, the coordinator of the student 
banking program at Capitol City explained 
that it differs from similar programs in that 
the students actually receive the deposits, set 
their own hours, and make decisions on how 
to capitalize their bank and whether and un-
der what conditions they will engage in lend-
ing and other activities.  The student-run bank 
branch is intended to provide a positive expe-
rience of interaction with the financial world 
both for the students who serve in it, and for 
those who avail themselves of its services. 
   Planning for the student banking program 
began the very year that Capitol City opened 
its doors, and now there is a waiting list of 
schools willing and eager to take part in it.  
According to Andrews, Capitol City now has 
about sixteen such programs in high schools 
and middle schools in Georgia, along with 
another four in church-based schools reach-
ing several thousand students altogether.  
   “Financial literacy means a lot of things to a lot of people,” continued Andrews. “For us it’s the difference between 
surviving in this economy by amassing capital, and spending our way into poverty.” 
   “Capitol City is committed to putting a student bank in every middle and high school in the city of Atlanta. We think 
this is a very good model. When you’re in kindergarten, we want to start you on a savings program that will yield you a 
return of about $1,600. You can do that by putting aside as little as $10 a month. We’re partnering now with parents to 
help their children save money, so they can start out on a solid footing, walking toward a financially secure life. 
   “We know our children are going to be successful, and that’s one more reason that Capitol City is building a legacy 
you can bank on.”

When New Orleans native Brian Joubert relocated 
to the Atlanta area he knew it was the right move.  

“Atlanta was growing, and I knew people would  need my 
services.  My wife came aboard, and since then we haven’t 
looked back.”  That was fifteen years ago.
With offices in Stone Mountain, in Mabelton, in College 
Park and in Houston Texas, L&B Taxes is poised to be-
come the black H&R Block.  That’s the definite plan, ac-
cording to Joubert.  
   “People imagine being a tax wizard is about mathemati-
cal skills.  But computers have done that job for you for de-
cades now.  This business is not about numbers, it’s about 
your level of knowledge of the latest IRS codes.  It’s about 
studying long hours to gain and maintain that knowledge, 
that mastery.  That’s the knowledge that saves your clients 
money, and makes them want to refer new clients to you.  
   On top of that there are more long hours following up 
with clients and networking to let people know you’re out 
here.  If you’re invisible, nobody can use your services, 
it’s that simple.”
L&B Taxes maintains an informative web site at www.
lbtaxservice.com, which answers many simple questions 
taxpayers have about minimizing their liabilities, about 
maximizing their returns, and listing many of the most 
commonly overlooked deductions and credits.
   We have about 25 employees right now, and for those 
who are not afraid of long hours or hard work, L&B will 

be offering franchise opportunities, letting you secure your 
own future by helping other people build theirs.  It’s not 
for everyone, but for the right people it will be extremely 
rewarding.”

L&B Tax Services:  The Next H&R Block

Benjamin E. Mays students on both sides of the 
counter minutes afrter bank opening.  ORR file photo.

Benjamin E. Mays principal and staff 
at ceremony on the opening of student bank branch.  ORR file photo.

Capitol City Bank presieent George Andrews cuts  the ribbon 
to open the student-run branch at Mays High School.  ORR file photo.

Brian Joubert of  L&B Tax Services.  ORR file photo.
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ORR BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The following businesses are members of the Atlanta Black Agenda Business 
Resource Center Inc.   The ORR Business Directory is your community 
guide to utilizing members of the Black community dedicated to recycling 
the Black dollar back in our community.  Each business listed has agreed to 
legally binding arbitration should there be a problem with their product or 
service. Binding arbitration does not apply to torts or banking members.

JOIN THE ORR TODAY!

Accounting
McGee CPA Group, The
1841 Montreal Rd Ste 103
Tucker GA 30084
404-643-5061
NJI Limited
1899 Powers Ferry Rd Suite 312
Atlanta GA 30039
770-953-3733
www.njiltd.com 

Advertising
Christian Business Pages, The
3871 Rainover Dr.
Decatur GA 30034
404-246-9028
www.christianbusinesspages.com

Indigo Arts
3853 Lawrenceville Hwy Suite G
Tucker GA 30084
770-939-0902
www.myindigoarts.com 

Lighthouse Promotions, LLC
502 Brogdon Rd.
Fayetteville GA 30214
404-840-4891
www.lighthouse-promo.com

PMG Media
4193 Citation Place
Snellville GA 30039
678-344-0461

Southwest Atlanta Home & U 
Newsletter
5055 Montcalm Drive SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-1959
 

Architectural Design

Washington Design Group
3225 Shallowford Rd, Suite 410
Marietta GA 30062
404-432-1818
 

Art

Africa World Museum & Center
134 Peachtree St NW Lobby
Atlanta GA 30303
404-588-0404
www.africaworldmuseum.com 

Picture This
PO Box 16285
Atlanta GA 30321
678-472-7938
www.donnapicturethis.com 

Best Dressed Walls Art & Custom 
Framing
749 Jasper Cove
404-6034

Tania’s Gallery of Art
3762 Campbellton Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-344-8874
 
Ware International
410 Nicklaus Cr
Social Circle GA 30025
404-295-3457

 
Attorneys

Alexander Law Firm
2160 High Point Tr
Atlanta GA 30331
404-346-0834
www.alexanderlawfirm.com 

Andrews Law Firm LLC, The
1115 Mt Zion Rd., Suite D
Morrow GA 30260
770-968-7380
 
Attorney Bernadine Layne, LLC
1401 Peachtree St. NE Ste M-100
Atlanta GA 30309
404-231-1477
www.spizzirrilaw.com 

Attorney Joseph A. Rosenborough, LLC
3695 Cascade Rd. Ste F 308
Atlanta GA 30331
404-505-8715
www.jrosenborough@comcast.net
 
E. C. London & Associates
101 Marietta Street NW, 
Suite 3310
Atlanta GA 30303

Foster Firm, The
3485 N Desert Dr Bldg 2 Ste 220
East Point GA 30344
404-559-8325
 
Law Office of Donald P. Edwards
170 Mitchell St
Atlanta GA 30303
404-526-8866
 
Mathis Law Firm, The
3575 Piedmont Rd 
Building 15, Suite 1560
Atlanta GA 30305
404-523-5000
 
Thomas, Kennedy, 
Sampson,& Patterson
3355 Main St
College Park GA 30337
404-688-4503
www.tksp.com 

Leroy R Johnson P.C & Associates
3915 Cascade Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-691-1069
 

Author

McCullough Enterprises
3695 Cascade Rd Box 221
Atlanta GA 30331
404-444-1946
 

Auto Body

V’s Customs
3781 Cambellton Rd
Atlanta GA 30331
404-344-6687
www.vrcustoms.com/ 

Auto Services

Bryant & Associates, LLC
4789 Redan Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30088
404-299-7643/404-869-8312
 

Auto Services, continued

Fantastic Tire & Auto Service Inc
6169 Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-994-1761
 
Fantastic Tire & Auto Service Inc
6751 Londonderry Way
Union City GA 30291
770-964-8500

Fantastic Tire & Auto Service Inc
4789 Redan Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30088
404-299-7643

Miracle Auto Glass Repair & Installations
PO Box 669
Ellenwood GA 30294
678-715-5596

S&J Automotive Repair LLC
7056 B Highway 85
Riverdale GA 30274
770-996-3698

Banking

Capitol City Bank & Trust
562 Lee St
Atlanta GA 30311
404-752-5781
www.capitolcitybank-atl.com 

Citizen’s Trust Bank
75 Piedmont Ave, 
Atlanta GA 30303
404-659-5959
www.ctbconnect.com 

Body Treatments

Indigo, Inc
6323 Roosevelt Hwy
Union City GA 30291
678-325-5400

Bridal

Wedding Firm of Jeffery Bost and 
Associate, The
5400 Lawrenceville Highway 
(Highway 29) Suite E1
Lilburn GA 30047
404-786-5333
www.theweddingfirm.blogspot.com 

Bridal/Custom Tailoring

O’B Tucker’s
1522-B Dogwood Dr.
Conyers GA 30013
770-388-9644
www.tuckersbridal.com 

Check Services

Checks No Problem
PO Box 43007
Atlanta GA 30336
404-691-7394
www.checksnoproblem.com

Cleaning Services

B&C Cleaning Services
2701 Bouldercrest Road
Atlanta GA 30316
404-241-0667
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Contractors, continued

Quality Enviromental Mgt. Inc
PO BOX 54818
Atlanta GA 30318
404-454-6323

R E of Georgia Contracting, Inc
1246 Plaza Ave
Atlanta GA 30310
404-755-0450
 

Copying & Reproduction

Konica-Minolta-Product Sales
2727 Paces Ferry Rd.
Bldg 1 Ste 1660
Atlanta, GA 30339
678-895-5178

Corporate Credit

Deval Group LLC, The
6167 Chastain Way
Fairburn GA 30213
404-551-0624
 

Counseling

Serene Reflections
1750 Peachtree ST NW Ste 204
Atlanta GA 30309
404-892-2205
 

Counseling & Hypnotherapy

Aaron Turpeau, PH.D
600 West Peachtree St., Suite 1570
Atlanta GA 30308
678-522-6548
www.drturpeau.com 

Couriers

Frontier Courier
1524 Church St Suite E
Decatur GA 30030
404-373-7205
 

Court Reporters/Video

Atlanta Realtime Reporters, LTD
925 B Peachtree St Ste 380
Atlanta GA 30309
770-908-9821
 

Dance

Ballethnic Dance Company Inc
2587 Cheney St
East Point GA 30344
404-762-1416
www.ballethnic.org 

Debt Management

Debt Management Consultants
1571 Helmer Rd
Riverdale GA 30296
678-887-1624
 

Dentists

Alfred Wyatt DMD, P.C
6230 Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-994-7811

BBE Orthodontics
4924 South Cobb Dr Kenwood 
Plaza, Suite A
Smyrna GA 30080
770-432-6070/770-420-7071
www.BEORTHodontics.com 

Family & Childrens Dentistry
2440 Fairburn Rd Suite 301
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-7777
www.aapd.org/webfcdentlotmore.com 

Designs

AmBaisi’s Designs
741 Deer Oaks Drive
Lawrenceville GA 30044
770-978-6438

Direct Mail & Design

Dove Mailing, Inc.
5601 Fulton Industrial Blvd
Atlanta GA 30336
404-699-0341
www.dovemailing.com 

Direct Sales

Blessed Hands Enterprises 2003, LLC
3033 Continental Colony Pkwy, #1115
Atlanta GA 30331
678-768-0536

Dry Cleaner

Ponder’s Cleaners
4473 Campbellton Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-6464
 

Electrician

E. Ray Britton Electrical
158 Fairview Rd Ste C
Elllenwood GA 30294
678-289-5522
 

Event Planning

A Regal Event
2745 Mount Zion Rd Suite 105
Jonesboro GA 30236
404-437-8807

Added Pizzazz
1934 Patton Place
Lithonia GA 30058
770-322-3597

Elegant Creations Plus
4320 Hidden Court
College Park GA 30349

Gathering of Eagles Foundation, Inc, 
2350 Spring Rd
Smyrna GA 30080
770-433-8054

J&S Uniquely Expressed
2897 Hedgewood Dr
Atlanta GA 30311
678-596-7407

Planning with a Purpose
5596 Cascade Hills Loop SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-696-2515

Von Creations
723 Piedmont Avenue
Atlanta GA 30308
404-344-2567
 

Financial Services

Corp One Financial
PO BOX 962188
Riverdale GA 30296
678-222-1718

Edward Jones Investments
6703 Shannon Pkwy Ste 4
Union City GA 30291
770-964-5460 or 888-964-5462
www.edwardjones.com 

EMO Financial Service Inc.
4294 Memorial Dr Ste A
Atlanta GA 30032
emofinancial.com 

Integrated Funding International
PO BOX 360955
Decatur GA 30036
678-886-5331

Majestic Settlement Consultants, LLC
7355 Harbor Cove Lane Ste 100
Stone Mountain GA 30087
770-413-2700
www.majestics.com 

Progressive Wealth Management
5104 Parkwood Oaks Ln
Mableton GA 30126
404-459-5885

Flooring

JNJ Carpets
2220 Jonesboro Rd
Atlanta GA 30315
404-627-9435

Florist

Bussey Florists
2358 Candler Rd
Decatur GA 30032
404-659-2968

Florists, continued

Tre’Nita’s
836 Oak St. SW, The Mall at West End
Atlanta GA 30310
404-758-2200

Willis’ Flowers and Memoirs, Inc.
6130-C Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-991-6460

Framing

Best Dressed Walls Art & Custom 
Framing
749 Jasper Cove
Riverdale GA 30296
404-435-6034
 

Funeral Services

Donald Trimble Mortuary
1876 Second Ave
Decatur GA 30032
404-371-0772
www.donaldtrimblemortuary.com 

Golf Equipment

Quiet Feet
25 Brotherton Avenue
Rockaway NJ 07866
678-476-3739
http://www.quietfeet.com 

Graphic Design

LMN Art & Design
3390 Fairburn Rd #E66
Atlanta GA 30331
404-397-9064

Onyx Creative
2451 Hogan Road
East Point GA 30344
404-936-0884

Greeting Cards

Toucharose
4454 Catalina Circle or PO Box 
490335
East Point GA 30349
678-642-9209
www.toucharose.com 

Hair Care Products

FBB Inc/ Take DownFBB Inc
PO BOX 115331
Atlanta GA 30310
770-424-8189
www.millresources.com/takedown 

Hair Salons & Spas

Beauty Town II
8006 Rockbridge Rd
Lithonia GA 30058
770-484-2787

Carolyn& Co Hair Studio
6157 Memorial Dr
Stone Mountain GA 30083
770-879-7666

Clip Appeal
739 Ponce De Leon Ave Ste l
Atlanta GA 30306
404-892-6209

Empointe Spa & Salon
4166 Snapfinger Woods Dr
Decatur GA 30035
404-288-7733

Eugene Of Detroit Hair 
2905 Campbellton Rd Suite E
Atlanta GA 30311
404-349-7458

Hair A La Parisienne
1862 Washington Rd
East Point GA 30344
404-559-1511

Cleaning Services, continued

Nook and Granny Cleaning Service
843 Southland Pass
Stone Mountain GA 30087
770-498-9609

Risby Commercial Cleaning
2608 Charles Town Dr.Apt.#9E
College Park GA 
404-768-1180
risby-commercial-cleaning.com 

Total Approach Cleaning Service, Inc
23 Randolph St NE
Atlanta GA 30312
404-688-0239
 

Clothing Designer

House Of Michael Doron, The
1844 Petite Lane
Lithonia GA 30058
678-472-3233

Commerical Financing

First Capital Corporation
6340 Sugarloaf Pkwy, Suite 200
Duluth GA 30096
678-714-0091
www.doctorworkingcapital.com
 

Computer Purchase & 
Maintainence 

Compu-teks
4290 Bells Ferry Road
Suite 106, PMB 28
Kennesaw GA 30144
678-921-9481
www.compu-teks.com

Construction

Gaitor Construction Inc
800 Wendell Ct. Ste E
Atlanta GA 30336
770-981-1588

KC Masonry
215 South Shore Terrace
Fayetteville GA 30214
770-719-3066

RJ Yeldell
5755 Heards Forest Dr
Sandy Springs GA 30328
770-690-8500
www.rjyintl.com 

Consultants

Bes Etiquette Consultant
3480 Greenbriar Pkwy Suite 228
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-5802
http://id.net&kibwe 

Bryant & Associates LLC
4060 Peachtree Rd. D413
Atlanta GA 30319
404-869-6312
www.bryantandassociates.com

Giovanni Talent Management & 
Consulting Group
7210 Lake Crossing
Stone Mountain GA 30087
678-913-4567

Jacquelyn Halyard Training & Con-
sulting Firm
7210 Lake Crossing
Stone Mountain GA 30087
678-913-4567

Oracle & Beacon
235 Peachtree Street Suite 400
Atlanta GA 30303
404-880-3389

 
Productive Choice Consulting
3316- A South Cobb Dr # 323
Smyrna GA 30080
770-456-5652
www.productivechoices.com 

Contractors

H J Russell & Company
504 Fair Street SW
Atlanta GA 30313
404-330-1000
www.hjrussell.com 
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Hair Salons, continued

Hair Effects
2375 Wesley Chapel Rd Suite 5
Decatur GA 30035
770-987-2106

O’Hannahs Hair Studio of Atlanta
450 Hurricane Shoals Rd Ste 6
Lawrenceville GA 30045
678-377-3861

Prestige Beauty Salon
5970 Fairington Rd
Lithonia GA 30038
770-593-9583

Quintessence Hair Design
2390 Park Avenue
Austell GA 30106
770-438-0085
www.quintessencehair.com 

Roni Artistic Hands
4824 Redan Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30088
678-365-7166

Simply Wanda’s Hair Weaving
961 N. Harrison Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30083
770-465-6211
 
Sir Charles Professional Touch
4467 Campbellton Rd
Atlanta GA 30331
404-629-5760
 
Styles Of Zuri
4819 Rockbridge Rd Suite 17
Stone Mountain GA 30083
404-298-7133
 
Totally U Hair Salon/ Style and 
Beyond
1514 East Cleveland Ave Suite 
111
East Point GA 30034
404-768-0936
 

Health Foods, 
Herbs & Natural Foods

Herb Garden, The
2928 Drexel Lane
Jonesboro GA 30236
770-380-2673
www.mynsp.com/herbsreallyworks 

Life Essentials Market
2329 Cascade Rd SW
Atlanta GA 30311
404-753-2269
 

Health, Wellness & Fitness

B.E.S.T Health and Wealth
60 Oaks Landing Dr
Covington GA 30016
678-539-7135
 
Body By Inches
6703 Shannon Pkwy Ste 3
Union City GA 30291
770-964-0032
www.bodybyinches.com 

Circles of Wellness Inc
94 Fort Greene Place
Brooklyn NY 11217
646-322-3987

Future Leaders Now
336 Adington Street SW
Atlanta GA 30310
800-820-1240
 
Hands on Personal, Inc
4287 Memorial Drive Ste G
Decatur GA 30032
404-297-6638
 
Heavenly Body Products
2571 Park Central Blvd
Decatur GA 30035
404-286-6700

Melaleuca “ The Wellness 
Company”
PO BOX 1032
Jonesboro GA 30237
678-768-5871
www.prosperitynow22.discoverin-
gwellness.info 

Heating & Air

A D Heating & Air
934 Harte Dr
Atlanta GA 30310
678-887-6787

Home Health Care

Bridges Personal Care Home
233 Mitchell St Suite 420
Atlanta GA 30303
770-774-9128
www.bridgespchgroup.com 

Exodus,Inc
PO BOX 487
Union City GA 30291
770-774-9128
 
Health Companions Inc
2364 Candler Rd
Decatur GA 30032
404-284-1768
www.healthcompanions.com 

Home Care Georgia
1280 Winchester Park Way Suite 
210
Smyrna GA 30080
770-384-0494
homecaregeorgia.com 

Right at Home
41 Marietta St Suite 600
Atlanta GA 30303
404-522-0029
www.rightathome.net/atlanta 

Home Improvement

A & A Home & Stucco Inspection
2638 Kings Way
Lawrenceville GA 30044
678-231-7479

B & B Services
1828 Giben Road
Atlanta GA 30315
404-622-5751
 
Beeks Service Company
1570 Niskey Lake
Atlanta GA 30331
404-346-0443

Platron Services Marble & Granite
220 Den Ric Dr
McDonough GA 30253
678-898-1511
www.ronplatt.net 

Total Home Improvement
2304 Club Lake Pkwy
Lawrenceville GA 30044
404-840-3411
www.thiconstruction.com 

Hospitality

BES Company
3480 Greenbriar Pkwy Suite 228
Atlanta GA 30331
404-349-5802/404-839-8068
www.bescompany.com 

Hartsfield Hospitality, LLC
3485 N. Desert Drive
Building 2, Suite 100
East Point GA 30344
404-768-9073

Information Technology, 
Internet, Internet Video & 

Telecommunications

Continental Technology Connections
2889 Cocklebur Cove Court
Decatur GA 30034
www.continentaltechnology.com 
 
Data Source Technical Consulting
400 Perimeter Center Terrace
Suite 900
Atlanta GA 30346
770-482-1101
www.datasourcepro.com 

Digi-Path
4995 Montcalm Dr. SW
Atlanta GA 30331
404-502-2001
 

Information Technology, 
Internet, Internet Video & 

Telecommunications, continued

Lan Technology Corporation
165 W. Wieuca Rd, Ste 213
Atlanta GA 30342
404-643-0889

Net One Stop
1561 Virginia Ave Ste 208 A
College Park GA 30337
404-669-3600
www.netonestop.com 

Numillennium Telecomunications, Inc.
426 Travert Ave
Atlanta GA 30309
404-965-7914
 
Strick Software Inc
PO BOX 4717
Atlanta GA 0
404-273-9634
www.stricksoft.com 

Inspirational Wear

Rishona Inspirational Wear
102 W. Lake Ave SW Suite A
Atlanta GA 30314
404-753-5441
 

Insurance

AFLAC
3574 Prince George Street
East Point GA 30344
404-434-4368

Allstate Insurance Company
3485 N Desert Dr , 2105
East Point GA 30344
404-767-2424
 
AmeriPlan USA
751 N. indian Creek Apt 486
Clarkston GA 30021
800-259-2575
www.deliveringthepromise.com/
vjohnson6 

Donna Tate & Associates
PO Box 170565
Atlanta GA 30317
770-879-6342

Marketsearch Insurance Agency
974-7 N Hairston Rd
Stone Mountain GA 30083
770-413-8110
www.marketsearchins.com 

Investigations

Direct Investigations , Inc
PO BOX 361939
Decatur GA 30036
770-922-7888
www.directinv.net 

Faye Coffield
PO BOX 360453
Decatur GA 30036
770-484-0193
www.fayecoffield.com 

Investments

Grin, INC
PO BOX 128
Acworth GA 30101
770-966-5235
 

Jeweler

Burks Jewelers, Inc
1188- A Glenwood Ave SE
Atlanta GA 30316
404-622-6090

Legal Services

Charles J. Cutler Independent 
Assoc.
4227 Bucknell lPlace
Decatur GA 30034
404-202-3425
prepaidlegal.com/hub/charlescutler 

R K Wealthy
6401 Guinness Court
Union City GA 30291
770-969-4426
prepaidlegal.com/go/kwilliams14 

Limousine Service

Atlanta Chauffeur Service
6370 East Stubbs Rd
College Park GA 30349
770-969-9988
acslimo.com 

Nealey Executive Limousines
4324 Bexley Drive
St Mountain GA 30083
770-808-7432
www.nealeyexecutivelimousines.
com 

Person 2 Person
PO Box 2545
Atlanta GA 30301
678-463-3636
www.person2person.us

Marketing

Aaron Group, Inc.
754 Woodson St.
Atlanta GA 30315
404-622-4308
www.aarongroup.us 

TAG TEAM Marketing, Interna-
tional
3465 N. Desert Drive
Building 4, Suite 102
East Point GA 30344
404-969-4600
www.tagteammarketing.com 

Marketing and Managing 
Employee Benefit Services

Toni Stith Agency
3384 Brookside Lane
Jonesboro GA 30236
770-968-4414

Massage Therapy

Dana Perine Personal Massage
1404 Peachtree Park Drive
Atlanta GA 30309
678-592-1022
 
Massage Masters,Inc.
6472 Bimini Drive
Forest Park GA 30297
404-784-7658

Media Consulting

Vince Bailey Productions
PO Box 492011
Lawrenceville GA 30049
501-541-3500
www.vincebaileyproductions.com

Medical Staffing

A Superior Choice Medical Staffing
130 W.Wieuca Rd Ste 104
Atlanta GA 30342
404-257-1608
ascmedicalstaffing.com 

Modeling, Talent & Booking 
Agencies

HOP Models & Talent Agency
5825 Glenridge Drive, Ste 218
Atlanta GA 30329
404-297-6639
www.hopmodels.com 

Lance Boyd Talent Agency
5015 Old National Highway, Suite 
112
College Park GA 30349
678-851-8669
www.lanceboydtalent.net

Mortgage

Atlanta Inegrity Mortgage
1316 Boat Rock Road S,W.
Atlanta GA 30331
404-310-5913 & 404-344-7911

Destiny Mortgage,Inc.
4568 Covington Hwy
Decatur GA 30035
770-808-7878
mydestinymortgage.com 
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Transportation

Atlanta Chauffeur Service
6370 East Stubbs Rd
College Park GA 30349
770-969-9988
www.limolionel.com 
 

Travel Agency

All Start Travel Agency
2712 Arrowwood Dr
East Point GA 30344
404-374-9997
www.allstartravelonline.com 

Video

All American Legal Video
943 Peachtree St. Ste 1911
Atlanta GA 30309
678-524-5404

Focus on Video,LLC
PO Box 1828
Stockbridge, GA 30281
770-957-4299

Hayes Technical Services Inc.
9043 Jenni Circle
Jonesboro GA 30238
770-210-4677

Water Solutions

Egress Water Solutions, Inc
4426 B Hugh Howell Rd Ste 104
Tucker GA 30084
770-652-4595

GET CONNECTED!!GET CONNECTED!!
bringing togethger churches, businesses and consumers - 

the OvergroundRR!!TM

The ORR is a faith-based, 
nonprofit organization 
established to improve the 
perception of the African 
American business market and 
heighten the awareness of Black 
businesses, thereby increasing 
the revolution of the black dollar 
in our Black community.

The ORR offers its members 
exciting opportunities to help 
increase revenue, network 
and support within our black 
community . . . by connecting 
members with consumers. . . 
businesses . . . and churches.

All Aboard the Overground RR!!TM

Visit us at 
www.overgroundrr.com 

or call directly to
404.346.0808

JOIN THE ORR TODAY!!!

The ORR is your one stop shop 
for locating quality, Black-
owned businesses... Board 
the ORR train and get listed 
in our quarterly newspaper 
which is distributed to over 75 
churches & 40,000 consumers.  
Get connected today!

Security, continued

Vision Security Inc
1560 Circlestone Dr.
Stone Mtn. GA 30088
770-256-4133

Signs

A+ Signs
4191 Snapfinger Woods Dr.
Decatur GA 30035
404-284-8444
 
Simon Sign Systems
3034 Lakewood Ave
Atlanta GA 30310
404-766-5208

Sound & lighting

AEE Productions
1073 Huff Rd Ste A
Atlanta GA 30318
404-352-2201
www.aeeproductions.com 

Spa

Spa L&Colon Therapy & Skin 
Therapy
2345-4 Cheshire Bridge Rd
Atlanta GA 30324
404321-3228
 
Spa On Demand
POBOX 77185
Atlanta GA 30324
770-912-6480

Staffing & Employment

A Superior Choice Medical Staffing
130 W. Weiuca Rd.
Suite 104
Atlanta GA 30342
 

Tax Service

L & B Tax Service, Inc.
6019 Mableton Pkwy
Mableton GA 30126
678-213-1141

L & B Tax Service, Inc.
1745 Phoenix Blvd
College Park GA 30349

L & B Tax Service, Inc.
5300 Memorial Drive
Stone Mountain GA 30083
678-704-6780

Professional Tax Advisors
7311 Cardiff Place
Jones boro GA 30230
770-472-9998
 

Plumbing

Ashmel’s Plumbing Company Ltd.
2380 Benjamin E. Mays Dr. Ste F
Atlanta GA 30311
404-752-6153

Printing

Perfect Image, Inc.
503 Commerce Park Dr., Ste D
Marietta GA 30060
770-422-4221 ext.25
www.perfectimageprinting.com 

Shades of Truth
P.O. Box 414
Norcross GA 30091
770-991-7660
www.shadesoftruth.com 

Public Relations

Rixter-Tate Public Relations
P.O. Box 529
St Mountain GA 30086
770-469-7550

Real Estate

B & L Communities, LP
6181 Memorial Drive
Stone Mountain GA 30083
404-456-3878
Blevettallbi.com 

Home Solution, LLC
3060 Pharr court N. Suite 22
Atlanta GA 30305
770-572-0099
 
LowCom Development, Inc
541 Tenth Street #158
Atlanta GA 30318
770-997-2848
 

Rental, Props

Creative Props Rental
2311 Cascade Raod;, SW
Atlanta GA 30311
404-758-9091
 

Restaurants

IHOP
2841 Greenbriar Parkway
Atlanta GA 30331
404-346-0407
 
Q-Time
1120 Ralph David Abernathy
Atlanta GA 30310
404-758-2881
http://q-timerestaurant.com 

Retail Sales

D.I.V.A.S
126 N Avondale Rd
Avondale Estates GA 30002
404-299-2394
www.divasconsignmentboutique.com 

Sanitation

DreamSan, Inc.
4785 Fulton Industrial Blvd, 
SW,Ste A
Atlanta GA 30336
404-559-9700
 

Security

Monitor One Security Systems
1372 Montel Drive
Mableton GA 30126
770-819-3040
 
Security Protection Investigation 
Services.
PO BOX 310387
Atlanta GA 31131
770-274-9468
www.spisinc.com 

System 5 Electronics
1761 R D Abernathy Blvd
Atlanta GA 30310
404-756-0736
www.system5electronics.com

Mortgage Insurance

Stanley Mortgage Brokers
1005 Crest Ridge Dr.
East Point GA 30344
404-771-6989
 

Moving Service

B&B Movers
2587 Gresham Road
Atlanta GA 30316
404-212-0819
www.bbmovers.com 

Music, Musicians and 
Composers

James Bignon Productions
PO Box 311127
Atlanta GA 30331
678-715-5775
www.jamesbignoncom

Delores Burnwell
901 Bolton Road #H1
Atlanta GA 30331
404-696-5889

Faye Raye
PO BOX 42850
Atlanta GA 30311
404-805-5888
www.fayeraye.com

Music Promotion

Bobby Hurd & Company
3011 Rainbow Drive, Suite 155
Decatur GA 30034
404-241-3030

Office Furniture

HA Office 515 Inc.
1582 Stoneleigh Hill Rd
Lithonia GA 30058
770-879-8420
www.haoffice515.com 

Oil Change

Oil Butler
P. O. Box 311621
Atlanta GA 31131
404-629-2020
www.oilbutlerinternational.com 

Pest Control

A Major League
P. O. Box 42668
Atlanta GA 30311
404-691-4702
 
Dependable Termite & Pest Ser-
vices
5701 Mableton Pkwy Ste 3E
Mableton GA 30126
770-745-000
www.dependabletermite.com 

Ever-Redi Exterminating, Inc.
6380 Old National Hwy
College Park GA 30349
770-909-7000
www.everredi.com 

N.W.O Will Kill Pest Management
3665 Cherry Ridge Blvd
Decatur GA 30034
404-241-7619

Physicians

Allwell Physicians, INC.
118 N. Avondale Road
Avondale Estates GA 30002
404-499-0005
www.Allwellphysicians.com 

Joann Donaldson, MD
249 Fielding Lane S.W.
Atlanta GA 30311
770-908-3449
 
Regency Health Associates
2191 North Lake Pkwy 
Bldg 11, Suite 22
Tucker GA 30084
770-414-8005
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True to its Mission:  True Colors Theatre Company 
presents James Baldwin’s “The Amen Corner”
by Curtis A. King 

There are some writers whose insightful works simply stand the test of time and should be preserved for generation 
after generation.  To this end, Artistic Director Kenny Leon and True Colors Theatre Company are excited to bring 

James Baldwin’s The Amen Corner to Atlanta this July dur-
ing the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the National Black 
Arts Festival.  True Colors’ mission is to create a moveable 
feast of theatre grounded in the rich canon of African Ameri-
can classics, and to branch out to include bold interpreta-
tions of world drama with a strong commitment to diverse 
new voices.  Central to this mission is performing the great 
works of African American theatre, making sure that power-
ful classics such as Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, 
Baldwin’s The Amen Corner, and the many works of August 
Wilson always find a place on the stages of American theatre 
– available for each new generation.  
   When Kenny Leon and Jane Bishop teamed up in 2002 to 
design a new theatre, they envisioned a smartly-managed, 
inclusive theatre company that would achieve both local and 
national impact.  Thanks to a tremendous outpouring of sup-
port, their vision has quickly turned into reality.  True Colors 
launched its inaugural three-play season in October 2003 with 
a critically-acclaimed production of August Wilson’s Fenc-
es.  The first season was rounded out with Robert Harling’s 
Steel Magnolias, featuring Atlanta’s own Elizabeth Omilami, 
and with Langston Hughes’ Tambourines to Glory.  
   Other productions have included Pearl Cleage’s Flyin’ 
West; Lonne Elder’s Ceremonies in Dark Old Men, featuring 
Glynn Turman (“The Wire”, “A Different World”) and Eu-
gene Lee (“NYPD Blue”, “The District”); Sam Art-Williams’ 
Brass Birds Don’t Sing, a co-production with the Jewish 
Theatre of the South; and a bring-down-the-house favorite, 
Rejoice! by Cheryl L. West.  True Colors recently presented 
Daniel Beaty’s Resurrection and Obie Awarding-winning 
Emergence-SEE!  From 2004 to 2007, True Colors offered 
an all-youth production of The Wiz as its gift to the city and 
as a means to equip young artists with the tools necessary to 
succeed as professionals in the theatre industry.   The com-
pany also conducts an annual August Wilson High School 
Monologue Competition in February of each year.  
   Many Atlantans will recognize Kenny Leon from his much 
celebrated 11 year tenure as artistic director of the Alliance 
Theatre Company beginning in the late 1980s.  He continued 
to build his stellar career with a triumphant Broadway direc-
torial debut in 2004 of Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the 
Sun, which garnered two Tony Awards and featured a stel-
lar cast that included Phylicia Rashad and Sean “P. Diddy” 
Combs.   Leon returned to Broadway to direct August Wil-
son’s Gem of the Ocean and Radio Golf.     In addition, he 
directed the ABC television version of A Raisin in the Sun 
featuring the Broadway cast.  The film was highly successful 
and was the first made-for-television film ever to premier at 
the Sundance Film Festival where it was received with a rare 
standing ovation.
   For the The Amen Corner, True Colors has called on the 
acclaimed director and actress Andrea Frye, recently seen 
on stage in Pearl Cleage’s A Song for Coretta, to direct this 
must-see summer event.   Set in a Harlem storefront church, 
complete with a high-energy, soul-stirring gospel choir, The 
Amen Corner is a poignant, sometimes humorous, look into 
the world of Sister Margaret Alexander.   Sister Margaret is 
determined to hold onto the reigns of her congregation as she 
deals with a band of rebellious church members, the return of 
her estranged husband who never stopped loving her, and her 
son’s desire to “go into the world” to be a jazz musician.  She 
rules her flock with a stern hand, but as the world she has 
built starts to crumble, she must balance her merciless piety 
with the personal confrontation of buried truths and the depth 
of family bonds.  Frye will call on some of Atlanta’s rich and 
vibrant gospel voices to serve as a beautiful, uplifting vocal 
backdrop for the intense unfolding drama.

continued on page 12

Kenny Leon and August WIlson at True Colors’ Inaugural 
Opening Night of August Wilson’s Fences. Photo courtesy of 

True Colors.

Tambourines to Glory:
Willa Bost, Kinnik and Amber Moorer as “The Gloriettas”. Photo 

courtesy of True Colors.

Curtain Call at Ceremonies in Dark Old Men
L-R Jason Dirden (Bobby), Karan Kendrick (Adele), Brandon Dirden (Theo), Glynn Turman (Mr. Parker), Eugene Lee (Mr. Jenkins), 

Carra Patterson (Young Girl), E. Roger Mitchell (Blue Haven). Photo courtesy of True Colors.

Stick Fly:Taylor (Je Nie Fleming) and Spoon (Jahi Kearse) 
meet at Taylors fathers funeral. 
Photo courtesy of True Colors.
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Pastor Ruth Smith of Light of the World International 
Ministries is the widow of Archbishop and co-founder 

Jimmie Smith.  The following is an edited transcript of a 
recent ORR interview with Pastor Smith.
“We began in Decatur. The Lord led us to relocate out here 
in Stockbridge, and we’ve been here three years this com-
ing February. We also have 
an association that is in 34 
countries throughout the 
world, with the organiza-
tional participation of some 
200,000. We just believe in 
hooking up the world for 
Jesus Christ. That’s what 
we’ve been doing for the 
last seventeen years.
   “We have birthed quite 
a few ministries. Covenant 
Christian Ministries in Li-
thonia, GA came from this 
ministry, and Bishop Pat-
ton out in Snellville, GA, 
are just a couple of the 
many which are connected 
to us.
   “Archbishop Smith, my 
late husband was from Li-
thonia. He went into the 
military and came back to 
Georgia, where he minis-
tered for some 42 years of 
his life. He was 60 when 
he passed away. His whole 
life was the ministry. I 
grew up in Greensboro, 
Alabama, just below Tuscaloosa. When I finished high 
school I came to Georgia and I’ve been here ever since. 
I worked in corporate America, cut my teeth at BellSouth 
corporation, where I worked in management. I left to do 
full time ministry in 1991.
   “My call to the ministry came a few years before that. We 
were in a denominational church at that time, and my call 
was certainly not acknowledged there. So I just kept that 
till the time came for me to expand. When we started this 
church I joined my husband in leading this church from 
the beginning.
   “It was fantastic, to have your husband working and 
serving God, and you serving alongside him, that’s a 
dream come true.”
“In the Decatur area, when we first came there it was more 
of a middle class community, very solid people who had 
been there for many years. Those individuals started to 
move away, to pass away, whatever, and the neighborhood 
began to change. So where we used to impact lives in a lo-
cal community, we began to see that that was not the case 
any more. But since we’ve moved to the Stockbridge area, 
people were coming from right around our doors who are 
interested in joining up with us and pushing forth this vi-
sion.
   Among the most important things we do is our continu-
ing outreach to the inner city. We have buses that we send 
into the inner city to pick up from the homeless shelters, 
bringing people in for empowerment, for enrichment, for 
development. That is the very heartbeat of what we do. 
I can remember back in the early 80s, I was doing street 
ministry down in the city of Atlanta. Back then it wasn’t so 
difficult, you could just pull up anywhere and stop and do 

ministry. Nowadays it’s much more difficult, you need so 
many permits and everything. We would bring them into 
the church next Sunday, and if it wasn’t a Sunday where 
water was in the pool, my husband would take them into 
his shower and baptize them by running water over them. 
That was such a powerful anointing on his (Archbishop 

Smith’s) life.
    That is still a ma-
jor heartbeat of this 
ministry, to reach 
out to the less fortu-
nate, the downtrod-
den, the inner city, 
but not only reach-
ing with a handout, 
but constantly try-
ing to develop pro-
ductive citizens.
   The second thing 
that is really a heart-
beat of this ministry 
is our international 
work. We reach out 
to the nations, we 
have churches in 34 
countries through-
out the world. We 
have a saying that 
we’d like to hook 
up the world for Je-
sus Christ, to link 
the world together 
literally for Him. 
We’ve been going 
to the mission fields 

since long before it was popular.
   That’s what we come together for, to get enriched, 
strengthened, fueled up, fired up to go out and do the job 
with the less fortunate for Jesus Christ.
   Still, we can’t just deal with the spiritual aspect, that’s 
one-dimensional. We have to also empower people eco-
nomically. The person who comes to the worship experi-
ence but doesn’t know how they’re going to eat tomorrow 
is going to have a different experience from that person 
who comes to the worship experience with their needs 
met. I think that businesses, the community and the church 
need to, have to partner together. We have to be willing 
to reach into the church community and share resources. 
The church is a non-profit institution, so it relies heavily 
upon contributions and people sharing. And so the more 
the businesses partner up and truly tithe into the church the 
more we will actually see them prosper.
   The Word of God says that if we give, it will be given 
back to us. And the other side is that we are helping our 
own. We might be able to give you the references of qual-
ity young people who need employment. We might be able 
to say that this young person has been trained, that they 
know what to do, that you’ll know they will do a good job 
for you.
So I applaud what the OvergroundRR!!™ is doing and I 
think it’s very necessary.
The church and the business community, as far as I’m con-
cerned are one, because the same people that worship here 
in this church are the business people. So as far as I;m 
concerned there’s not a separation of church and the busi-
nesses, there’s got to be the two working together.

Light of the World Christian Tabernacle:  Living the 
Legacy of Its Late Co-Founder Archbishop Jimmy Smith

   The Amen Corner  will be performed at the Woodruff 
Arts Center on the Alliance Stage, 1280 Peachtree Street, 
NE, Atlanta, 30309, July 16 – August 3, 2008 (Previews: 
July 13,15).   Everyone is encouraged to take advantage 
of the Early Bird Special  - now through May 31st, Every 
Seat, Every Show, just $20 (plus tax/handling).  Previews 
are just $15 (plus tax/handling).  Tickets will go very fast!  
To order, call the box office at 404-733-5000 or visit our 
website at TrueColorsTheatreCompany.com.   Groups of 
10 or more, call 404-588-0308, ext. 201.  
  True Colors Theatre Company has a passion to remember 
the classics and a commitment to build a theatre where 
people can see something of themselves on stage, witness 
the stories of others, and hear the diverse voices of today.  
You are invited to join us on this journey as we live out our 
core values of boldness, laughter, abundance, and respect.  
See you at the Theatre!  

True Colors Theatre, True to Its Mission, presents 
James Baldwin’s “The Amen Corner” continued from page 11

Pastor Ruth Smith  Photo courtesy of Light of the World Christian Tabernacle
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ing other churches what can and must be done.  “We hope other 
churches will step up, will follow our example and do this even 
better than we are able to.  So many of our young people are 
going to prison, and so many doors are closed to them once they 
get out.  Can you imagine that most apartment complexes won’t 
rent to convicted felons at all, or even allow one legally on a 
lease?  If we as a Black community don’t open more doors and 
enable these men to come back, to rejoin our communities and 
families, what kind of future will we have?”
   Pastor David Scott concurs, and says that the House of Hope 
has helped Emmaus Road grow its church family and build the 
Beloved Community.
   “We are able to nurture these men,” says Scott,  “to get them 
home and to return them to the community.  We enable them to 
blend with their families.  Once those families are made whole, 
the men are able to be good witnesses, to return to the church 
and make positive contributions to the church and to society.  
   “The House of Hope has helped us be receptive to the great 
commission, to go and find the lost and bring them to Christ.  
It’s helped us to grow the church by having good sound mem-
bers who believe in what we’re doing.  I recommend to every 
pastor to go and find men --- especially men who are lost, and 
bring them into the house of the Lord.  Help them be healed 
spiritually and otherwise and you will be helping them become 
great members of society and of your church.”
   Right now the House of Hope needs computers and broadband internet access.  “With internet access our guys can 
check the job listings at the Georgia Dept. of Labor daily, and fill out applications online,” according to director Ms. Hill-
man.  “They can also learn computer skills and of course there are GED as well as college level courses available online 
for them to improve themselves.  So a few computers and internet access would make a big difference for us.  Contribu-
tions of material and labor are tax-deductibe.  Anybody able to help can call the House of Hope at 770-964-1705.”

   We asked Dr. King what was it that led her to found Hill-
side, and this is what she told us.
   “It was a dream come true.  I believe that God gives us 
dreams, and that those dreams are already fulfilled without 
our really knowing it.  If we accept the dream and walk 
the path, everything is in order.  I wanted to have a church, 
I wanted to have a ministry.  It took a little time, because 
I had never seen a woman in ministry.  My mentor was 
the Rev. Dr. Johnnie Coleman in Chicago.  When I saw 
Johnnie, that was the first woman I ever saw in the pulpit.  
I joined her church, she moved me right in to work with 
her, she sent me to the Unity School for training.  Being a 
woman, being single, being divorced, being married, I just 
saw so much that was happening with the women in my 
community.  If I could just get the message across that I 
learned from Johnnie Coleman that turned my life around, 
then that was the best way to do it.  So I started with a 
group in my home.  That group just exploded, everybody 
wanted a church.  
   “I told everyone I am not a seminary grad, that I was 
teaching what I had learned from school, what I had 
learned from going to seminars and workshops, but if you 
want to do this, we’ll do it.  That  was the start of  Hillside, 
that kicked us off, and we’ve been going ever since.”  
  We asked Dr. King where she thought this ministry might 
be ten years from now?
   “I think 
this ministry 
will be even 
more explo-
sive than it is 
now.  Unless 
your minis-
try has some-
thing that at-
tracts people, 
that makes 
people want 
to be with 
you as partic-
ipants, unless 
they know 
they are re-
ally where 
they want to 
be, it does 
not grow.  I 
think people 
come here 
they know that the love factor is here, they feel something 
when they walk in.  We mix, we mingle, we talk, we hug, 
we share.  These may be small things, but people are hurt-
ing, our whole world is hurting right now.  We are hurting 
over the war, we’re hurting over everything that’s happen-
ing to us.  Homes are being foreclosed, people are losing 
jobs, people don’t have jobs, this is a generation in pain.  

Emmaus Road MBC’s House of Hope,
continued from page 2

So when you can give people something to grab, to hold 
on to, to help them that say maybe I can make it, maybe I 
can get through this, you have accomplished something.”
    asked for her thoughts on the respective roles of Afri-
can American business and the Black Church, Dr. King 
offered these observations
   “I think the two go hand in hand.  We were the first 
church to join the Atlanta Business League, and we were 
the only one for a long time.  I know what it means to 
involve people.  
Of course we have a business group here at Hillisde too.  
Twice a year our business group sells their wares here, 
and we have a bookstore where we carry many articles 
made available through the business undertakings of our 
members.  We are Black people, we’ve got to support each 
other.  What better place than the church?  And of course 
business people come to the church.  They sit there ev-
ery Sunday.  If you never acknowledge them, if you never 
make them feel that they have a part in your service, what 
are you doing?
   “We let them know that they make a difference here, that 
they are a vital part of this  ministry.  We support them, and 
we believe, as I preach from the pulpit that our ministries, 
like businesses cannot grow unless we are their first and 
biggest supporters.  
The business should be well thought out, well planned and 
run so that  they attract clients and customers outside our 
community.  But we are their initial base of support, we are 
their family.  When a black person starts a business, other 
black people ought to believe in them.  
   “The other thing we have to understand is that if you go 
into business, you ought to give us the best you’ve got.  
If somebody owns a beauty shop across the street from 
yours, your job is to see what they are doing right so you 
can improve your business.  It’s part of the church’s mis-
sion to make our people successful by making that part of 
their experience.
   So we are big supporters of Black business.  Many 
churches never announce their business people.  In our 
newsletter we solicit ads from ours.  We are collecting 
business cards on Sunday and giving a lot of thought about 
how to structure some kind of recognition for them in our 
worship and ministries.  We should not just be taking their 
money.  They should be recognized.
   And of course I do recognize them.  If I eat somewhere, 
and the food and service are good, I will say it on Sunday, 
I have no problem with it, because we are going to eat, we 
are going to go someplace.  Places like Chanterelle’s down 
on Evans Street in Alpaharetta, and the Pecan Restaurant 
in College Park are two I really appreciate.  If we don’t  
believe in our own, support our own, who will.  I wouldn’t 
be here if some people hadn’t believed in me.  This is a 
three million dollar building, and we wouldn’t be in it if  
people hadn’t believed in us.”

Conductor Interview with Dr. Barbara King, Found-
ing Pastor at Hillside Chapel and Truth Center

Above:  Oil portrait of Dr. Barbara King, cour-
tesy of Hillside Chapel & Truth Center

continued from page 3

Ms. Faye Hillman, director of the House of Hope



page 14  •  www.overgroundrr.com  •  404.346.0808

One in ten Black people in the US is foreign born, or 
has a parent, spouse or sibling born outside the US, 

most often from the Caribbean or Africa.  What it means 
to be Black in America has been changing for some time 
now.  The OvergroundRR!! (TM) recently caught up with 
Rev. William B.G.K. Harris, pastor of Atlanta’s Interna-
tional Christian Fellowship.  These are Rev. Harris’s ed-
ited remarks.
   “I’ve been in the ministry almost 30 years.  I was born in 
Liberia and I graduated ITC right here in Atlanta.  
   “Africans used to come to the US for three or four years 
at a time to go to school, and then return home.  But begin-
ning in the 1970s and 80s, with the civil wars and other 
troubles many came here as refugees.  Eventually, as the 
immigration quotas were lifted, more and more Africans 
and people from the Caribbean have come with their fami-
lies to make their homes here.  
“When you come here from another country, you face 
some very special challenges, cultural, legal, social, eco-
nomic, educational, you name it.  Most other churches did 
not seem to be focused on meeting those needs.  The Lord 
put it on my heart to take up this ministry, and here I am.  
   “ICF Ministries is almost 20 years old now.  At ICF 
we try to serve God by ministry to a unique community 
of believers from all over the world, mainly Africans, and 
people of African descent from Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Le-
one, and Liberia, along with many African Americans and 
people from Jamaica, Trinidad, Guyana and throughout 
the Caribbean.  At the same time, many African American 
families throughout metro Atlanta have found an invigo-
rating and rewarding spiritual home with us here too.  
   “We like to think that our church is living proof that Af-
ricans, African Americans and others can and must work 
together for the greater glory of God and for our own good 
upon this earth.  So our doors swing wide open to a unique 
and diverse community every week which we are privi-
leged to serve.
“All year long we serve up a rich menu of cultural events, 
performances, business and social networking affairs, Bi-
ble study, sports, missionary and youth work, revivals and 
much more.  We extend the invitation to all of Atlanta to 
come check us out any time at 6076 Humphries Drive in 
Atlanta.
   “Our ministry at ICF 
has four pillars, spiritual, 
cultural, social and eco-
nomic.  We all know the 
importance of community 
economic development.  
It’s why the ICF was one 
of the founding churches 
of the BRC and the Over-
groundRR!!™.  We have 
always tried to push for-
ward the ORR’s model 
of close cooperation be-
tween the Black Church 
and the African American 
business community.
Had we not been able to 
tap the skills and creativi-
ty and the professional tal-
ents of our own members 

form or fashion it may be. My advice is to go headlong 
into it, and don’t look back.”
   Reginald Love told the Conductor that he first heard 
about the ORR from a former classmate, Faye Raye, 
   “It wasn’t something I had to think long about. 
For those of us who are doing business here in our 
own community, serving own community, the Over-
groundRR!!™ a great opportunity. For people who 
are not involved my advice is to take a look at it, and 
to envision in your own mind what it can do for you.”  
 
 
 

Tania’s Gallery or Art 
& Framing continued from page 5

Atlanta’s International Christian Fellowship: 
Africans, African Americans Working Together 

and friends in the areas of plumbing, and electrical and 
landscaping and more, our new facility would have cost 
far more than it did.  There are big lessons to be learned 
about cooperation and about pooling resources, lessons for 
which the Black Church must be the best example, the best 
leaders and teachers.
   “The ORR model carries this a step further by offering 
arbitration to settle consumer disputes between its Black 
business members and customers.  In this way, the prac-
tice of our business can be improved, they can be held ac-
countable and encouraged to serve their customers better, 
and offered the help they need to do this.  We expect to be 
heavily involved in the OvergroundRR!!™ for some time 
to come.”

church is not listed at the left of this page, show the 
paper to your pastor and have him call us at 404-
346-0808.  If your ORR member business or com-
munity event hasn’t been featured in the Conductor 
yet, call us at 404-346-0808.  If you run a retail or 
walk-in office, call us at 404-346-0808 to get a few 
Conductors delivered for your clients and custom-
ers each month.  Subscriptions are available too, 
along with information on ad rates.  
   And if you simply feel the need to let us know how 
well (or not) we’re doing, email us at conductor@
overgroundrr.com.  It’s time to get on board.
ORR on the web at www.overgroundrr.com, 
SPARKS and more
   The Conductor is intimately tied to the ORR web 
site at www.overgroundrr.com, where you may 
view and download copies of  present and past is-
sues, as well as access video and extended tran-
scripts of events and people featured in the pages 
of the Conductor.  The OvergroundRR!!™ movement 
also publishes SPARKS, a frequent email newslet-
ter which you can subscribe to by  sending an email 
with the word “subscribe” in the title to sparks@
overgroundrr.com. 

continued from page 1

The  Conductor Is 
Back on Track!

Above:  Rev. B.G.K. Harris
Below:  Sanctuary, International Christian Fellowship

ORR file photos
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oriented management from him.  The man was a real stickler 
for detail, for dotting every “i”, crossing every “t: and leav-
ing no stone unturned.  His experience and involvement in 
local govern-
ment were 
invaluable to 
us, and so was 
his  vision of 
a community 
organization 
where all the 
parties con-
cerned have 
a place at the 
table.
   When he 
left this earth 
in June of 
2007 a part of 
us went with 
him.  But a big 
part of him is 
still here with 
us.  We’re 
just coming 
off 17 years 
of consecu-
tively pristine 
audits.  That 
shows how 
scrupulous we 
are about taking care of our people’s business, about deliv-
ering services in an accountable and transparent fashion.  
Just as he changed our lives, we are helping others change 
their lives for the better every day.”

FACAA - Changing 
Lives Every Day

continued from page 4

   “We are also challenged by the fact that we’re in an old 
facility. This building was built in 1919 following a fire 
on this location. It was constructed to meet the needs of 
ministry for another age. In this age, it is really not ad-
equate. We are therefore constantly seeking and explor-
ing ways by which we might expand or re-engineer the 
facilities to make sure we keep up with the demands this 
ministry places upon us. And of course in the long-term 
we are looking at a new location or a new facility even on 
this location.” 
   Pastor Alford also had a lot to say on the respective roles 
of Black business and the Black Church.
   “We have to further and support our own. We must do 
that. As we are active in the larger business and economic 
community, we must realize that the turnover of the dollar 
in our community is so important. There is an oft-made 
comparison between how often a dollar changes hands 
within our community compared to some other places, and 
that number isn’t what it ought to be. It does not turn over 
enough times in the African American community. 
   “So what we certainly want to do is 
to get behind anything that address-
es that problem. The Overgroun-
dRR!!™ does speak to that and pro-
mote linkages between churches and 
Black businesses, so we do want to 
support every program that the ORR 
undertakes. 
   “The first business African Ameri-
cans owned was the church.  Our 
churches have been the spawning 
ground for many businesses in the 
Black community. Our schools were 
born in church basements. Our burial 
and insurance companies were born 
in the church. Many of our restau-
rants too, were born in the church. 
Many who are successful business 
people today got their first embrace 
with an enterprise through what 

Historic Butler Street CME in the Grady Corridor
 continued from page 4

they’ve done in and with the church. 
   “The church has to recognize that its partnership with the 
African American business community does indeed make 
for strong communities. The church is an anchor. So it is 
that you see churches today mobilizing and re-deploying 
their assets for business ventures. We have one underway 
right now on Edgewood Avenue on property that we own 
that we have been able to amalgamate with other commu-
nity stakeholders. We are in the process of putting together 
a $21 million dollar economic development project on that 
land which will include mixed-use retail, residential and 
parking availability. You see another example of this in 
what Big Bethel in concert with Integral Properties is do-
ing on Auburn Avenue. 
   “So the church is the strongest cheerleader and supporter 
for African American business enterprise because it is the 
point from which so many of these efforts have grown. 
I’m happy to have our church support businesses owned 
by members of our congregation, as well as businesses 
owned by African Americans throughout metro Atlanta, 
and to take part in the OvergroundRR!!™.“

Cascade UMC Business Alliance Presents 
Business Strategies in Tough Times, featuring 
George Fraser
In this time of layoffs and mergers, of ris-

ing food and fuel prices, of declining stock 
and real estate values the only certain thing, 
for many of us is uncertainty itself.  But for 
the wise and the well-prepared, it doesn’t 
have to be that way.  Exposure to needless 
financial risk can be minimized, and op-
portunities are still there for those with the 
foresight, the tenacity, the long view and the 
right preparation to take advantage of them.
   So, on Sunday, April 26 the Business Al-
liance of Cascade United Methodist Church 
presents Business Strategies in Tough Times, 
a day-long business fair and retreat at Cas-
cade United Methodist Church in Southwest 
Atlanta.  
   The keynote speaker of the day at the Cas-
cade Business Alliance (CBA) Business Re-
treat will be George Fraser, America’s net-
working guru as noted by Black Enterprise 
Magazine. A panel discussion will follow 
featuring panelist Jerome Russell, Presi-
dent of H. J. Russell & Company; Marvin 
Arrington, Jr. Esq., Arrington Law Firm; 
Daryll Griffin, President of Accolades, Inc.; 
and Rob Wilson, business talk show host – 
Solutions & Remedies – at WAOK FM Ra-
dio.  
   Networking and lunch is the order of the 
day at 12:00 noon, following the panel dis-
cussion and a question & answer session, for 
all who attend and participate.  Registration 
is only $15, which includes the continental 
breakfast and lunch.
   George Fraser, author and lecturer, is the 
founder and executive producer of the Pow-
erNetworking Conference, one of Black 
America’s largest gatherings of professionals, business owners, and community leaders. Fraser is the author of three 
books, including the critically acclaimed bestseller, Success Runs In Our Race; The Complete Guide to Effective Net-
working in the African American Community; and his newest book Click.  He is also the creator and publisher of the 
award winning SuccessGuide Worldwide: The Networking Guide to Black Resources. He is considered by many to be 
one of the foremost authorities on networking and building effective relationships. 
  These are tough times, true enough.  But entrepreneurial success is more than possible.  It’s out there for us.

George Fraser

Above:  Young men learning at one of 
FACAA’s programs

ORR file photo
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College Park’s historic Enon Church was founded back in 1872 by people with the literal dust of slavery still on their shoes.  Though still located just across the street from its 
original site as Bethesda Church, Enon has come a long, long way.  This year, Enon celebrated the 15th pastoral anniversary of Rev. Gregory Pollard, its current visionary leader.  
Enon and Rev. Pollard have been early 
and enthusiastic supporters of the ORR 
and its message of community empow-
erment and economic self-sufficiency.  
Here are a few scenes from their April 4 
celebration, held at Atlanta’s Omni Ho-
tel.

ORR file photos.  Top left, Rev. Pol-
lard at podium, top right, Rev. Pollard 
with aunt and mother.  Second row 
left, assembled guests at the Omni, 
second row right, Rev. Pollard with 
Eldrin Bell.  Bottom left, members of 
Enon Church, and bottom right, Rev. 
Pollard with an unidentified gentle-
man and Atty. Charles Mathis.


